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Ml poverty. We are not a “tax-exempt” agency. We do not accept
iedid ability to house the homeless, feed the hungry, and work with
contributions from our reaters10tVpaid. We can be reached af

Sarah Karas, Jacqueline, Christopher, Micah and Ammon Allen-Doucot

“Imagine the vanity of believing that yoy
can cause more damage than your e

St. Augustjpé

Asked about Vatican policy on Iraq, in 2003,
Joseph Ratzinger, a.k.a. Pope Benéther& Viergs
not sufficient reasons to unleash a war againsg/
nothing of the fact that, given the new weapon
destruction that go beyond the comlbadayt weo
should be asking ourselves if it is still licit
very existence of a ‘just war.’”

N

_All | Have
ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ?@g@dbgormer Palestinian

f Nazareth)

admit theever carried a rifle
On my shoulder

Or pulled a trigger.
All' I have
@ Is a flute’s melody

St_ Martin 'S Cale dar A brush to paint my dreams,

A bottle of ink.
WPlease join uSussdaylarch 3, April 7 and May]5, All I have

and June 2 at 7:3@PKE celebration of Mass at |[5t{|Brigid IS unshakeable faith
House, 18 Clark St., Hartford. Refreshments and gonlersatiof\f@llaw infinite love

]

Mass. For my people inain.
p Our vigil for an end to war coFtiday's drom
11:30-12:3futside the Federal Building on Main S iMﬁe&d J

Please bring a sign and join our call for an end to [jhe American
tmilitary occupation of Iraq.
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History, Not Epiphany

Christopher J. Doucot rejoice at his achievement. However, “Every gun that is made, every
Mr. George used to live in the ¢optfary to the words preached by warship launched, every rocket fired
that is now my office. Mr. Georgel@aeon on a recent Sunday mornirggiiées, in the final sense, a theft frc
wiry and diminutive man; no talleelgdiors of Barack Obama is not ahose who hunger and are not fed, th
foot and not possibly heavier thafeg@phany”. who are cold and are not clothed. Thi
pounds. He wore wire rim glasses, An epiphany is a sudden, often divif@/n arms gemding money
nondescript beige cap and he oft@velstidra In the Christiarheaditionaone. It is spending the sweat of its
broken umbrella as a cane. AfterEgipseme commemorates the visit GIO@rers, the genius of its scientists,
odd years of living Mr. George padagitawhs infant Jesus. It is also frepes o.fits chi/dren. .. Thisisnot a
shortly after we bought St. Brigidcelebsati®n of Jesus’ baptism, a dayaxRéfife at all in any sense. Under
years ago. Mr. George had come to cloud of threatening war, it is

Hartford from Georgia during the
“Great Migration” of southern
after WWII. He had been rais
grandmother; a black womar
possibly born the property of
man. | once asked Mr. Georc
black man he preferred living
north or the south. He quippe
drawl that could collapse a p
into a single syllable: “I prefe
snake in the road to the snhak
grass.” | wonder what he wot
of the election of Barack Ob:

On the first morning after tl
election | withessed black me
dancing in the intersection of
and Capen streets in north H
As morning traffic beeped in
solidarity these jubilant men

humanity hanging from a cross of

BRbd from the victims of our war
Iraq and Afghanistan.

While wine was flowing from
faucets in Marino Mr. Obama
pledged that as president “We wi
bin Laden. We will crush al Qaec
That has to be our biggest natior
security priority.” (Oct. 7, 2008).
This vow of vengeance is hardly 1
talk of one inspired by the Prince
Peace. If Mr. Obama follows thrc
with his promise to escalate the \
in Afghanistan it is unlikely that ri
of wine will soon replace those o
blood in the lands where Americe
soldiers trod.

Mr. Obama’s plans to kill and
crush will necessitate that he ma

their heels while waving the morning our nation’s obscene commitmer
paper above their heads. Mr. Olzgaarding to Epiphanius, water tonfigaryospending. Mr. Obama would
election is an historic moment ofvwifigrh across the Middle East- welludingcall the wisdom of an earlie
for black America and, indeed, all therigiliesRiver. After a plumbing esident of 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Prior to the election | told my seggi@an Marino, Italy during theliSagred by his experiences in war a
if the Democrats nominated eitheteHilldvq (festival of the wine harVésilethiouse Dwight Eisenhower sait
Clinton or Barack Obama they wpastl @stober, town residents awokdhe $14 billion dollars awarded to
handing the election to the Repubiiaridling their toilets and fallingHiegtrichat in Groton this past Decer
was wrong. Obama’s election is ah@mgindgeads. build 8 more nuclear submarines is $1
point in American history. This blackhisainexpected ripple of the Eifiphangre dollars invested in Einsent
has overcome our nation’s legacynshelavappears to have been arefiggdagédron. To date Mr. Obama has
and Jim Crow. He is not a “boy” ingident rather than a foreshadowiagnelication that he intends to curtail
merely “3/5ths” a man. He is novihings to come. On NoVematar 5 spending. Where is the change? Where

President” and we as a people stidpfed from our bathroom faucet @dase see: History p4)
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: white men, the pov
HIStOI'y Cont. and infant mortality

hope? for blacks are three

A people of hope invests its tréBfFdbat for white
and labor in the future not in fear@2f§ the black

zones not a Green Zone, health-taf¢igadhe rate
not warfare. The trillions of dollatyfRsht
building nuclear weapons over the PA&CH4g treat-
century have failed to protect us feft Will cost
terrorist attack, crumbling bridgebillions of dollars a
unemployment, failing schools... 'Efiidilig transition tc
where Mr. George's preference fdRiRé intenp@acetime economy
snake in the road becomes rele\egittered on green energy, housin i’ fﬁa'
When | was born the snake inGREeraag education ratheagitah "' 9"
was represented by the likes of: mmﬁnsimlithary econ_orr]ny marllufa ?Y
Connor the public safety commigai@AEElsfthat are either useless , .
Birmingham who used fire hoses, dapaile King’s hope was not thERRY- (Luke _ﬁ.glﬁf&r:).fultljn_es];s of t
of tearing the bark off trees, to didp¥raedlack man would Overcom@BLﬁrom:\sﬂe Wé ) te utf] eri tltn ro1r:n
black children marching for freed@ffier that “... we, as a people, it G 26 Lljm ﬁ' ° ebg © (t)S 0 g
George Wallace the former govethgrRyomised Land.” The keys to/fiEe"c@ Oy when we begin fo fmita
Alabama who blocked the doors Bfomésed Land are not held by affy"™! Whoﬁ © hlzl_?l/sgcal Body P]N %.arr]e.ft
University of Alabama with his baugsiglent. Nor is it a territory that Cf? geit ol md heratdod th
prevent black teens from enrollingoBayesgd by any army. Rather {l]i (_)rgavLe, dege an » etra ed
Bryant who was acquitted by a jufyostiged Land, a place where guhgizeg Land in our midst.

white men of the brutal murder ofaileyeient and sorrows have turmnet{¥d E?ama“on was not an isolate

t

Prom their thrones, exalt t
fill the hungry with good
qﬁnd send the rich away

old Emmett Till- a black boy whdseégagy dawning for those meeRAHBAGT PIvine '”fjefve”“og t"‘éobth‘
was that he allegedly whistled atu@vho dare to live in it. sand yedrs ago. God s not dead but

Bryant's wife. This sort of visible ra¥ien Mary first felt the baby ﬁfggkg

hatred has lafbetynot enjiteen in her womb she prayed in confi &

vanquished from the American laWgdzigebirth God Ygoatter the

during my lifetime. proud in their conceit, put d
The snake in the grass has been a more

elusive quarry. [see ditle-ISmake | _ .
the Grag@nakes in the grass are the And Mary said: My soul proclaims the greatnes$’

policies that were put into place [fymMieSpirit rejoices in God my Sabecause he has looked

elpe born of woman every mq

in every corner of this pare
the rough. May we be wise men and
owmand recognize that hdktill cri

snakes in the road during the thrgidi@dtigailiation of his servant. Yes, from now onwards gll gen
years they freely slithered in offiggsailbtball me bles8eidy the Almighty has done great thing for n
political and corner. Sure the pagsafisiyofs his nafiend his faithful love extends age after gge to
various Civil Rights legislation in IngA86@8r hitte has used the power of his arm, he hasljfouted
overturned most of these policieq)yt 1Al of heidnde has pulled down princes from their fhrones

effort is as futile a gesture as pul|ing .a : . : . .
biting rattler off your leg and thenlfg%f ed high the IcWlye has filled the starving with good [jhings,

o .
administer the antidote. Without IRfER 11?@@ rich away éhidy has come to the help of Israel his
and reparative treatment the vengiri@iv@at, mindful of his faithfutdeeerding to the promisejjne

invisible snake still paralyzes muftmsidsalsk our ancestors — of his mercy to Abraham andfto his

America. Consider: the life expeataptofor ever. Luke 1:46-55

black men is 6 years shorter than\tkataf J
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The Snake in the Grass

For hundreds of years enslavest blagks to northern cities after gyagésartdowever without FHA guaran
Americans generated billions of gohéifsoas of white Americans mahedlaek folks moving into Hartford \
wealth for their white owners, thigfx@altity. This white flight was dmegely unable to purchase these hor
was invested by whites to financgaghitegegityy the Federal HousinBetsheens 34 and '62 the FHA
educations for their children, purgiage@ (FHA). The FHA was a cdraeksdn$120 billion of mortgage:
banks and real estate, and finange FORCeS®sponse to the Great B8Ysesf which went to dlites!
ful campaigns for Congress, Goveigor Rodsevelt and his economigoacsésieh®w the equity in your home
President. When slavery was abedigBefled that for Americans to hr fived parent's home, has benefited
blacks experienced a decade of qaliiE@loverty they needed to buanéguitas it financed college educe
freedom until the Klan and Jim Gipwieir own home rather than eniébiftings? Cars for children? Housir
regained control of the South for iglativety few property owners wisltathity? Inheritance? Help with a do
century. Educational and econorrdgt. Thus between 1934 and 19fayment for a child’s first home?
freedom have been harder to gaiRHWpRmaranteed up to 90% of a hofie Great Depression is often sai
becoming “free” most blacks fourtbrigage and lowered down payeehe great equalizer in that it made
themselves homeless, pennilessragigf®ments from 30% to 10%. kielaely all Americans, white and blacl
ployed and illiterate. The few whguiiiélines for eligibility were writwoupTius is revisionist memory. Alot
receive “40 acres and a mule” thihieghtailam city neighborhoods whitht the@dFHA, three other cornerstone
their land was confiscated a yeablati residents were “red-lined” policies of the New Deal were the W:
Wealthy plantation owners, their gesgritt too risky for mortgages Actehich protected union organizing
dants, those who married into thejiaranteed. I've seen the map f@odiaitf®edurity act which provided re
families, and those who benefitegvfier® 818 neighborhood is actuatignt and disability benefits to worke
laws they passed, continued to henefédrienmed with a note in the thar§imployment Act of 1946 which
fortunes amassed by slave laborihateieflad been “infiltrated by thetdegted unemployment benefits for |
blacks, and their descendants, regeiedtnsf the most undesirablewigpledrs. Unfortunately, during the Tt
recompense for their stolen labofwhen Mr. George moved here thendifsies most American unions d

| can hear many of you sayingnvépgtmoving to Windsor, Wethenséitdd agdinst blacks while Social Se
that's ancient history”. Consider Blegmfield where they were ableatad Unemployment benefits did not
recent history. During the great rpigreti@ss homes with FHA backénl aoitultural workers and domestic
servants- when these acts were pass
3rd’s of employed blacks were either
domestic or agricultural workers and
ineligible to apply for these benefits.
Consider the impact these governme
programs have had on the financial
trajectory of white families versus tha
black families.

Required Readirzan
Injustice: How Ghettos Hapr
by David Hilfiker, M.Dhand
Hidden Cost of Being Africal
American: How Wealth Perp
ates InequdhtyThomas M.
Shapin.




An Inside Job: oOur “Best and Brightest”
Pushed Us To the Brink of Financial Disaster

Greg Erlandson obtain a high school diploma. Thégnitdseaww. Will other financial institt
They did it again. They distradieel day laborers on the city streefalliopgagth? Will the taxpayers have
with all their talk of illegal immigréta job or the field hands bent éveblenore to cover up the bad decis
stealing our jobs and draining oufreea hoeing the weeds on corpothte hieghand the brightest?
sources. They told us how we had These were the people who drovAnd will our nation with its trillions
up barriers, distrust anyone who Mashdttan delirious come bonusddtiestivorth of IOUs to countries lik
American. They made us folks who bid up the prices on lufiimpa and Saudi Arabia—both made
suspicious of others, just the unbelievably wealthy by our
way they did in the pas}® voracious consumption beyor

blacks and Jews, Italia&" r— _.#5 our means—have the fortitud

Irish. to stick to our promises, pay
We talked about wal our bills and not sacrifice the
keep those people out poorest among us while doing
keep us safe, and we I s0?
commentators on talk r Greed has permeated our
and cable television wh society. In most cases, it led
into a frenzy over the fo - to make some dumb financia
said threatened Amer|0- decisions based on bad assu
And once again, the | tions, and the results will be
fingerprints on the knife defaults on home mortgages
back belonged not to tH& : S - 1 car loans and credit-card dek
and minorities, but to the vest S S But the greed of those most
and the brightest. condos, who went to restaurantsnuai@aty blessed who were leading
Instead of statues of a bull anthppéarsenve the most expensive hawiurgess powerful financial compsa
Wall Street, we should erect a Tioj&merica, who vacationed at theghehiesmost shameful, and has done
horse, because what's pushed Aiesoita and who, if they had childrerst destm.
the brink of financial disaster washeon & only the best prep schools.I know people who are in this cour
those illegals coming in and “stealifijieser were the people whoseilfggadinsThey pay their taxes, they w
jobs as busboys and janitors anduedesageption were lauded in the@seyighree jobs at minimum wage &
laborers in meat-processing plargsction of The New York Times, seedsanagey back home to support
This was an inside job. It was paaée tinat now excoriates them dmphgerished family members there.
America. It was all the hotshot bealii@, pages. Yes, they broke the law. Yes, a cc
our best college grads, the brokers Erese were the people who sdas the right to enforce its laws and |
bankers pulling in bonuses that weeersejues as “Masters of the Uitivdsisiers.
in the hundreds of thousands butaindtiiee irony is that some of these Batndmericans have taken their ey
millions. folks—now working for the govertiradril-We have not been done in b
These were the people who have bepposed to be crafting the isétémgsrs among us. We have been
most blessed by this country’s abxitddrategy from this financial depamie.own.
and these were the people most drivén diyn’t know where this will allNexer has it been more true: We F
greed. They weren’t minimum-wdde number of people who havengt ttiheienemy, and he is us.
workers trying to put food on theinaebés and lost their jobs is alreadyGeieg Erlandson is the president and
and give their children an opportsaandal, but what the future hold@.Bfigher@ir Sunday Vishor
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Terror in Bombay/Mumbai

Manisha [.).es.ai and democratic processes. Thispi%rmﬁféfj with the aid_of state func
(Pr. Desaiis director of Women's Sidligs 1dfe aftermath of 9/11 in tRE&§sSuUch as the ant-Sikh violence

Professor of Sociology at University of Gonpecticut) political scientist Jayg}@ec\,gnleashed in Delhi in 1984 follov
_ Uyangoda calls this a state of ndhe assassination of Prime Minister i

| heard about the terrorist attagisaftic Gandhi by her Sikh bodyguard that le
my hometown as we were driving tcbespite the mobilization of thithe murder of almost 3000 Sikhs; or
Pittsburgh for Thanksgiving with g% " there is enough resistant8%3 Wiolence against Muslims in Bo

family. Needless to say the celglﬁr]%%nthe people that despite trfelleugng the destruction of the Babri
and cheer of Thanksgiving breakrgﬁ:‘ﬁ1g| bv both Pakistani and Ind¥gsiid, that was responsible for the |

dampen_ed by this tragedy and t%ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ $Rere has been no m”ﬁg@ﬂy 2000 lives; or the attacks in 2C
loss of lives. | have Gujarat where nearly 200(
just returned from _ Muslims were murdered &

Mumbai as | writ
this and my refle
tions address my
concerns with the
media coverage
the events as we
the responses of
politicians and
people in the twa
countries | call
home.

Initially, the
mainstream med
coverage in the L

rampaging Hindu maobs.
Finally, what | find
particularly troubling is
how the war on terror
serves as a screen to the
increasing privatization of
the economy and the
accompanying social
inequalities that are a
greater threat to the
security of more Indians
than the terror attacks
themselves. An example
this can be found in the

reported the atta full-page ad by the Taj
to be home grow Guelnica detail, Pablo Pidgishal Hotel, one of the
and a response to sites of the attack, in the

both the unresolved Kashmir sit%g%rz?sse by the Indian governméﬁ?.w'ﬁﬂ?ékis?— onek/14/09 advertising
well as the grievances and treatment a{dhes it of diplomacy by ,ﬁgﬁg/it is open for business again. Tt

large Muslim minority. In Contra?ﬁ'téﬂ?ational actors. chief among%%}‘nb@ﬂains with Welcome Home Ag
mainstream media in India IMMAQQERIGH China. But this lack of rAithijeN goes on to state, “We're bri

dubbed it India’s 9/11, thereby S'\%%lﬂ?i'ﬂge by India does not mea® 3¢ &g clink of champagne flutes, ¢
the several previous attacks, sugh asihe, sigh of relief. On the dg}ﬁrgﬁypets that muffle the footfall of

ones on the parliament in New Delbi Pesident Obama wanting tCABNERFR- -- You will feel the buzz of
well as the bombings in several ¢ifies, yerror from Iraq to Afghanf{gigsgias usual... On this special

More importantly, naming it India@ﬁ{&r}j‘n’ it means South Asia wWAFsRsigMave have introduced exclusi
allows the media, politicians, an¢hR&ORICtheatre of the war on terfS VifiSajtimpeccable butler service,
to mobilize the rhetoric of “the glﬂ?@'cWﬁ'gequences we have seenJﬁ‘\gH%.”anSferS" (which the Tatas, tt
on terror,” i.e., preemptive strikes, g, .h a global rhetoric also enBHRiae$s group that owns Taj, acqui

“putting all options, including attq\ﬁgigg state and political parties ldskygae amid much racist debate in
terror camps in Pakistan, on the dall€qun fajlures in protecting mW&3@ business world). This busir

defining security in primarily militggzeds yorror and violence orgariisdtdldfcFiearly not going to secure tt
t7erms, and accepting a loss of civil liberties of the majority of Iri#ans.



Still Breathing:

Caoimhe Butterly the truth of the war the Israelis atacseafied) by shrapnel wounds. As thi

(Caoimhe Butterly is a former Cathdlie people of Gaza: we have &amgante sped him through the col
Worker working in Gaza as a volurtieeingitbetween an initial missile stekappheld pressure to his wounds. \
ambulance services and as co-cooftheatuevidable second missile- tathetimgrmth of his blood as it seeped

A Report from Gaza

the Free Gaza MJvement

those that tend to the wounded, Weongiv the bandages and were remi

The morgues of Gaza's hospit@sagneize the signs of the differenf dhetfifeatill in him. A volunteer par;
over-flowing. Bodies in blood-soakembudstdeing used in this onslangtic, weurmuagdesh, nufuss”™ “live,
shrouds cover the entire floor sphepefithevercome the vulnerabilityedthedver and over to him. He lost

Shifa hospital morgue. Family masobgrszing our own mortality.

consciousness as we arrived at the t

wait outside to claim a brother, husiiaoulyh many of the calls recearetiveas received into the arms of frie
father, mother, wife, child. Many tf flicseip bodies, not the woundetptbarried him into the emergency |

who wait their turn have more
than one lost loved one. BE—
everywhere. Hospital orde
hose down the floors of
rooms, bloodied bandage§
discarded in corners, and &
injured continue to pour irk

The streets of Gaza are
empty- the pulsing life ani,
rhythm of markets, childrely’/
fishermen walking down te
sea at dawn have been

——

The ever-present sounds &

. £ |
surveillance drones, F-16s,"tdrtks
and Apaches are listened to

He lived and is
recovering.

A few minutes
later a missile struck
a house. As we
arrived a crowd had
rushed to the ruins of
the four story home in
an attempt to drag
survivors out from
under the rubble. The
family had evacuated
the day before butl7
year old Muhammud,
who had gone back tc
collect clothes for his

acutely as residents try to guess ndvessitiyeof affording the dead afaligityfiedas trapped inside. He was s
next deadly strike will be and howukamdrees the paramedics despiathigig though his legs were twiste

to safety.

being targeted by the Israeli militampatural directions and he had a he

That there are no safe places-Tinirtegugieave been killed while evaoudtiMyje feared a second missile
for vulnerable human bodies- is tekk wounded and fourteen ambuteatas choice but to move him. He

acutely. It is a devastating awareshestsoiped.

moaned with pain and called for his

parents that there is no way to keep.éiseinight, while sitting with pamathedicd/e thought he would live.

children safe.

in Jabaliya refugee camp, drinking Tdasamsbrning we were called to tra

As we continue to accompanyli8tening to their stories, we receiadubdycbm Shifa hospital to Jabaliy

ambulances, joining Palestinian araspetidsto a missile strike. Wicanriee the body wrapped in yet anot
as they risk their lives to respondatavellst the outskirts of the carbppudiesmaked white shroud into the
our existence becomes temporathye attack had taken place the apabuksice. It wasn’t until we were o
narrowed down and focused on ftfilketewith clouds of dust, downedoal@dtrat- we realized it was Muhamr
precious minutes that make the diffénesceslabs of concrete and bbdyweter his brother opened the shi
between life and death. With eagbipesvgeahing water into the stretd. tenderly kiss Muhammud’s forehe
we ride in ambulances that careen Apwngst the carnage of severedTimgsorning we received news th
broken, empty roads, sirens anddigihtgooled blood we pulled out a

blaring, in a battle against death.nWarseg young man, his chest and(Rléase see: Gaza p 10)
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Tunnel Vision

Kathy Kelly the United States supports the Isragtiunded people to the Rafah border cr
government’s objective of eliminatineramagients might be allowed to ent
(Kathy Kelly, writes from Arish, a tQiRA&a/ #fre primitive rockets int&gsaiior critically needed care.
Rafah border between Egypt and Gégae#nsive tunnel industry may beibinféaza, even before Dec. 27,
Quigley, a human rights lawyer ang @ ons transport. | believe it's wreigians lacked essential fuels to powe
professor at Loyola New Orleans, Qféchéﬂgfﬁ)éeapons, and it's wrong tondisvemper plant, which operated at ab
Stewart are also in Egypt and contgfyfe sl or use them. Distant thugkpacity. Now, it's inoperative. When tr
this article.) reinforce this belief, but if the U.S. dad'tdnaee fuel, this means that rubbish
As | write, we can hear the dull tyefl@e importation of weapons viahsdellected. Hundreds of tons of rubbis
explosions in the distance. Israeli @f&gﬁlée@nnds is wrong, then the Wis:aliestserin Gaza because of the blo
continue to blast targets in southergfgagfisticated weaponry to IsraelSauetyesgven thousand cubic meters
Merciless bombing of the small Gaza Strip and partially treated sewage were dum
continues into a third Week.l heard _ _____ _ the sea. Farmers couldn’t

some people here in Egypt Y . | operate 70 percent of their
the Israeli air force must befff4 \. &Y { agricultural wells. Power
out of places and people to |§§ cuts affected hospitals, wa
But perhaps the surveillancf{ | pumps, sewage treatment
we heard and saw flying ov| plants, bakeries, and other
Rafah border crossing toda 4 facilities dependent on

down more spots on which .| backup diesel generators.
could fix their cross-hairs. _ / e - L | Now Gazans not only

Perhaps they spotted un|j@'e i/ i {1 i LR face the consequences of :
ground tunnels. The Israeli }§ {40 N Nl " destroyed healthcare syste
ment has, reportedly, alrea \;‘ 1" and rising sickness due to
destroyed 80 percent of thejjeE waterborne diseases, they
that connect Gaza with the B%% also face the reality that
world. It's common knowledge thati perspective, be abominable, givétamas could be forced to sign a cease:
vast network of tunnels, some say 8@ MH@Zrael has inflicted on Gadaestiiikdaw for opening the Rafah bor
1,700, were constructed, many frorgiQeiSiHE air strikes began on Dec.\@ich insists that Egypt assume respol
Gaza'’s territorial borders, leading intojthg taxpayers of the U.S. providiecpiseent usage of underground tunne
territory. Israel claims the tunnels gjpigtiiig fighter jets and missiles @xchapggifor relief from cowering unde
mate targets because the Hamas gR¥8E#I¥ks. From 2001 to 2006, firedUnyisephisticated weapon systems
can use them to import weapons. Bifbia8 transferred to Israel more thaagdde required to endure slow-motic
buildup of the tunnel industry was filesh¥orth of spare parts to fly itsifiath diugh systematic cutoffs of the
desperation for needed goods withifsaz8s@/ear, the United States sigiiedch medicine, and potable water. T|
desperation caused by Israel's decigionf8h contract with Raytheonwdirétrisfep important for people all ove
the past 16 months, to tighten the #yae| thousands of TOW, Hellfirayertdito insist that Israel not only stop
screws of its blockade on Gaza. If the JplReKBHSter” missiles. In July 20@8aghing Gaza, but also end the brutal
continues, and if the tunnels are com}gtEStates gave Israel 186 millitethglllopsnitive blockade imposed on C
destroyed, besieged Gazans will bgiCi @ftyviation jet fuel. Here in Egypt, the government has s
from secure supplies of food, medicing; & onations of jet fuel enablethatisil undertake responsibility to be
fuel, yet another terrifying prospectfer RRKI8s into Gazan homes, streféestive partner in negotiating a cease
who are desperate to protect their gojek§i8, and hospitals. Meanwhile, artssaklisexpect Egyptians to stop the
from any greater harm. drivers in Gaza, also directly targeted, don't

Supposedly concerned for Israef §geWH¥ugh diesel fuel to bring injurgsiagde see: Tunnel pil)
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Quds hospital. The Israeli military ga
twenty minutes to evacuate patients,
doctors and residents in the surrounc
houses. By the time we got up there
convoy of ambulances, hundreds of
had gathered. With the shelling of the
UNRWA compound and the hospital
is a deep awareness that nowhere in
Is safe, or sacred.

We helped evacuate those assem
to nearby hospitals and schools that
been opened to receive the displace
scenes were deeply saddening- fami
desperate and carrying their children
blankets and bags of their possessio
venturing out in the cold night to try ti
a corner of a school or hospital to hic

Today’s death toll was over 75, on
the bloodiest days since the start of 1
carnage. Over 1,110 Palestinians ha
killed in the past 2136&ysf those
have been childlrenhumanitarian
infrastructure of Gaza is on its knees

to their home, they rushed toward&mwid‘evastated by years of comy
Gaza, cont. their children, shaking and cryingswéhsiege. There has been a deliber
shock. At the door of the house tegstematic destruction of all places ¢

CILLEGAL | LEGAL

SINGER,
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TERRORISM
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ambulance lights exposed the badiggef There are no safe places heri

T . f en- the skull and brains of
uds hospital in Gaza City was Uhdef€"" dnione.
N P ¢ OFE Rllmbs had been severed ofhthget, in the face of so much

siege. We tried unsuccessfully fo?ﬁ) , , :
gain access but we could not gigf ey were the husbands @&skcration, this community has rerr

rs.
ambulances past the Israeli tan rcﬁﬁrs of the women, who hadifge8el The social solidarity and supp
snipers to evacuate the wounded after they had ventured outjefwaieapeople is inspiring, and the
dead. e bodies were still warm assigadfastness of Gaza continues to |
Hours later we received a call Joidid to carry them. Their bleg@l inspire all those who witness it. -
Shujahiya neighborhood, describiigred the earth and our clothesefs! We sacrifice demands our collec
house where there were both deg RAed to leave the area our tqegjRshse; demonstrations are not en
wounded patients to pick up. The 4J¥R3jrd the slumped figure of amser Palestine and its people co
mostly deserted, many families H4 q:eh s abdomen and chest shgdfigd.breathe, resist and remain int
when Israeli tanks and snipers took (5! O SPace in the other amndanfissefusal to be broken is a cal

position amongst their homes. TH0S Wﬁﬂf]orcedbtol take his body t't:]héhl@nge to W all.
remained kept silent in the dark,%%cf (k)]'ld N alg u arflc,;(; c?trtrlylng I € women
confines of their homes, crawlingat'?gnﬁ: ! ][en. ne ort (te e girs 4&'
room to room to avoid sniper fireathp&% ore coming into rr?y arm
L telling me her name- Fidaa’, whic
their windows. fice. She stared at the b @ A
As we drove slowly around thé0 §€§,rul%e. € stared at the bo
when he would wake up.

heard women’s cries for help. WS‘%-Q « at the hosoital
proached their house on foot. As w %%]?n@ac at theé hospital we |

n
word that the Israeli army had sh v;
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Notes. cont. 4 times a week. Pat the bike babe p&oplg to be slaught&eadob/Ehe
' up the Thot cocoa spill that is now HuskySport folks coming in with a surg

boys to death and raging riots. Therlizn
murdering with impunity in our na e%.(
Silence over the civilian slaughter e
Gaza. Where is our Light oh Lord? How
Long, as the psalmist sang....how Ion

My epiphany came when | prayed to be
conscious of what brings my joy to light.
Here it is....Edna and Marilu bustling
between two ovens cooking for over 40
people on a busy Saturday at the Green
House. Jose , Angel, Saniah and Sasean
shoveling off the basketball court on an icy
day. The Rev Hooper dropping by with the
most needed Christmas tree (that someone
has always just come by looking for) or 5
hefty garbage bags filled with toilet paper!
Keyanna coming over to take Sarah’s
place and help me cook for the big mass
crowd. All the prayers that poured in
when Micah’s EXTREME virus sent us
to the hospital one scary Saturday. Steve
Dahlem gently and doggedly forcing
pretty boy-Floyd to do the chores he is so
good at hustling out of. Ammon making
me furious and laugh in the same 3
second stretch.

Miriama patiently picking up the
1000 pieces of a monopoly game tg
crashed to the floor when some chi é?%?{l
teetering on the top shelf(after her STAN
long day of school and work).Ramon
coming over to eat dinner with us al least

e sour cream cookies)

F\bogu; any conversation around to

a%out fishing . There is Vickie, the
Grande-Dame of Panera bread whgeaes...

qve to yell at for trying to carry bags | guess | am trying to say that the ligl
than she is up the Green Halgpres on us every day. It is not always

I/g\ing down the side of the stovedirfhilié and laughter and great energy. .
simultaneously teaches BrianaRuss4bWA YSgivingiti Jackeekiss
when he comes in the door. Laurie J.
[t is Micah managing to bring jugboming in in her yellow Mustang that
toeirggs with joyful tutors. Mimi or Paula

or Ray dropping off bag after bag of
canned goods just as the pantry runs d
It is Edna “dropping by” for a minute
and staying for 6 hours to sort the food
pantry or force the boys to pull those p:
up Where is your belt childp@?
“God Bless You “ Mard Willie, and
Linus....making sure that we be mindft
that Jesus is at the door again. Jack T.
always bringing us a poem (his own or
maybe one from our beloved friend Ta
Merton.) Jeannie bringing such great
snacks that there are a few kids who ol
come to tutoring on Wed (just for the
snacks)! The Habitat for Humanity guy
dropping off donuts. Kristi G. and the
Northwest kids showing up to squeals
delight from the Pipkin children. Dean
oringing a wonderful priest or a big bot
of wine for mass. Brian freezing his ars

off vigilling every Friday for the last 10

. Andrea coming over on Tuesad#ys sky. It is hardly ever on the news.
nd letting Riley climb in her lap. Jehalmost always at the Catholic Worker
ringing over massive candy bars thiaybe that's why things here seem to |

QW Kpows are best given out at therEgi®wing. Happy Epiphany dderybod

2 hours after the last dish is done at ?at
of tu

oring! Theresa Fitch luring innocent

Tunnel cont. could help Gaza rebuild and assumgsiegR@msientional weapons against ci

industry. Egypt would be respons.ib‘igI
assuring that no one enters a tunn\eTl,iI éi
tunnel, or is an accomplice to main an
tunnel. Already, any Egyptian cau 3
tunnel faces 15 years in prison. Hoyg LiC
better for all concerned if the cease-fi
negotiations asked the Egyptians t
an open border with Gaza, lift the r&ir&vse
blockade, and assist in the immedi
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) ive, immoral, and ille
ongoing transport of goods and seryices that

bility, aboveground, for maintainingi#so have no means to escape?
enry and its sovereignty.

t, the second lar

A

U.S. support for hard-line, extremist

gest recipigat/@fnment policies again represents t
from the U.S., will be enggigiae9ehoice. U.S. foreign policy mal
reat and force to curtail thgagmelsure for this dangerously impait
&dly in the name of ensuringisRiBEognizing the basic human |

ut who will challenge the ofs¢epestinian people, and at this crucie
Pldsted “defense industry” that allowsrakie by caring for the survival and d
01&lhe comfortably occupyingiEipqsbple, especially those for whc
f major corporations, to suppl¥ating basic needs depends on what

gal ocmaaRrough a wnnel.
the disproportionate capacity to kill,



Notes From De Porres Hous

Jacqueline Allen-Doucot Chris was hilarious .He turned arowfi@tef,or crying over Christmas carols

Christmas 2008 has come and g&gehis fellow racers gaining on hiffemdhings that gave me much comfor
We were once again blessed this Ghasded up until he keeled over. Ty sth@ness was thinking of how sick n
mas season by the many hands arf@¢gsartell over and on top of him. Irlookeds last Christmas,and thinking

that make us the Santas of the NoltkeEnbuman bowling alley and theyewbring with my Dad for the first

Every year we manage to gather
and distribute(with the help of
many extended community elves
and many many churches and
parishes)hundreds of toys and bags
of food. Over the last 15 years our
“families”that we build community
with have changed,but the numbers
are always growing. With hard
times hitting even the folks at the
top of the economic ladder,you just
know the effects are going to be
even tougher for those who were
struggling to make it before the
recession. We continue to be
amazed at the generosity of so
many,especially those who sacrifice
to share with us.

It was wonderful to be able to
let some of the moms of the

Christmas in 33 years. |
am so blessed to have my
sisters who pulled me
through the worst days.
With Christmas over,
| have been spending sorr
time thinking about the
Epiphany. Of course this
is the feast day that we
commemorate the visit of
the Magi to the Holy
Family. It is the Season
of the Light, both the
light of th@tar that
showed the way to
Shepherds and Kings,and
the light of the Son,who
came for both the
Shepherd and the King,
the rich and the poor. |

neighborhood come and do their Ghspinak!!(l of course fell on my bi@@deen hoping for some light to shir
shopping here. Itis always a blastmpsgracefully,losing to Sarah and o' M€ Perhaps it is because | have be
the joy on the little ones faces receRandp). looking at the world over the past year |
their gifts at the Christmas party. The ! think Christmas this year was é{wth eyes that are filled with grieving thi
credit for my favorite Christmas meaigh one for all of us in the commgiig! © feel and see that grief everyw
this year might have to be given toBii@wergnom ,my mom Mickey anafor- orate baI[|)Ol],:tS while ptoortfa][nlhes !
own Brian Kavanagh. He had the dfarieh 's Grandfather Joza were all Jfgatly:=> W2 =or IR T Jer
inspiration to hang onto 4 or 5 bur@ssed . | felt like | went about in a“|IIiteracy rate. Police shoﬁting unarmed
bags from the food coop. We endegiengral fog during the week before '

having potato sack races for a goo€ lgigimas,either blocking out my feelings (See Notes P.11
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12
time at the Christmas party in Voluntown.



