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What does God require but to do justice, and to love kindness andwWloakval& humt

Brian Kavanagh

Jesus was captured at night, taken away by soldiers, stripped of his garments, interrogatec
with sharp thorns, and finally condemned to death on a cross by Pontius Pilate, the represen
imperial authority. Jesus will continue to be condemned to death so long as we do not establ
historical conditions that will allow justice to flower and right to flourish. And without justice al

Kingdom of God will not be established.

Lent 2005

Leonardo Boff
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Life A Kind Word From Mary
Ammon Allen-Doucot (age 10) (age 7)

Life is complicated like a puzzle. Chris and Jackie are so n
All just waiting to fall and crumble. they love me and they lo
Life is hurtful and hard, each other.
so keep all pleasures with regard. They are like my own fath
Pardon me if I've been mean, and mother
I’'m being very keen. When | ask: “Can you brir
Keen to give my point of life. me to the beach to play
| do not lie- They say: “Okay!”
for that would fill me with strife. | love you.

(“I'm sorry if this poem is depressing” A.A-D)

Ammon Allen-Doucot
Tick tock says the clock as seconds pass how very fast.
Tick tock says the clock as minutes fly how very sly.
Tick tock says the clock as hours go how very slow.

That is time. Doesn’t cost a dime.
Owned by none yet used by some.

St. Martin’s Calendar

W Please join uSuesdaipril 5, May 3 and June 7 atf@r3w@Mbration of Mass at St. Brigid Hous
Clark St., Hartford. Refreshments and conversation follow Mass.

J Give Peace a:[Batueday, AprilC3Gtra Dance benefit for Pax Educare. For details call 231-0445
www.paxeducare.org

W Please join uSapd Friday, Margchp@fy the Stations of the Cross and for the end of war. We will «
in the parking lot of Pleasant Valley Elementary School on Pleasant Valley Rd, Groton and proc
information call us at 724-7066 or Stephen Kobasa at (203) 777-3849.

b Our vigil for an end to war coRtiday's drom 11:30-4280e the Federal Building on Main St. in
Hartford. Please bring a sign and join our call for an end to the American military occupation of




You could change the world

MIRAmiIr'a) n. [[ < L mirare, look at]]JAnd drug dealers first progression
AbduRnhmatomMuhammad backwards;Right Anyone 18 or older would vote in every €
anything giving a true representation-Wtotocould change the world Before having an erection
reflect, as in a mirror. If instead of buying platinum and diafaong people would seek some prot

. . klaces braclets and watBlaetety would move in a positive dire
If you would say something positive SHPF
Something that opened our eyesﬁi%u ﬁ ught books or computers ~ The past and the present would have

challenged our minds stablish scholarships and progikingsof connection

Something that is more truth thar?(elf%%&)rfr\\/gggzitegntss chgd back toCboer:\;(gtnﬁttreeflétCl:irgnwouldn thave to deal
Where the struggle 9 J

Even if that time was before you can rethantbenly if you rappers stop neglec
Or the problems It is not enough to only give turkeys in Ndwefiagithat

Or ways to make better our commu IR/ Ie enoud Y9 y

nd toys in December You

emg(r)la:)sel(z)zclzle will realize I mean Could change the world
- : \We already have two way pagers liéitoyour words and your actions
That there is something that they C%Q]g%ve try to pimp our rides and maXeyoues and acting

Jus|t rl:]k:a)r/‘ou cribs look fly like we see on MTV You

But t live your fantasy as our realitgould change the world
We already try to talk the talk that y, 418 . .
With your holla backs We ave to rob With your lyrics and beats

And your fashizals son Steal Videos and public appearances
. And lie You
Ollivsrrélt(r;?]ugrr: rlr;;)hst of the time by “RETdn up our credit cards and are @aglloichange the world
y Slang g payments We're listening to you
. Landing ourselves in debt We're waiting for you
ﬁ‘?r?a?::]sog;tle:o?(rgm;nbar And by the time we do a credit checkist tq say so_r_nething
There,is nothing we can get Anything positive

We already try to dress the way th u.do . . o |
From pin stripped Lee’s and adida:(%?y |Pyou told us what real really iEven if it only slips in through our subcon

Fathers might take care of their kidénd we are just copying you like we alrez

?otgioigscobrs And stop doing bids for chasing maial

Baggy jeans possessions _ Cc_)uld change th_e V\_/orld

Huge white t-shirts Mothers might form an obsession If mstea_td of reminding us how messe
Sean John With having children that seek etheatiwithis _ _
Roca Wear And started telling us how great it co

You

Could change the world

But unfortunately YOU already know
mass appeal

And YOU sold your soul for a record ¢

And them damn black coats with the orange lining
You told us Air Force Ones were hot

So we made Nike rich

While we remain poor

Because we can’t get a job

Because we don’t have the shirt and tie
Slacks and shoes

Potential employers look for from young

men looking for jobs

Plus if we are going to be successful

rappers one day

Like you
We have to be hustlers
Pimps

So | am going to change the world
Anyone want to @hn in?

(MIRA does workshops in local high sc
after school programs and human service
agencies. MIRA is working on his first boo
poetry and a spoken word collaboration Ci
will be available in 2005. He is available f
speaking engagements, performances an
willing to collaborate with other artists.)



On the Disappearance of Christ

Christopher J. Doucot

a knowing chuckle the padre qui?ﬂi@@.s your heart just melts. Unfortur
The earth flag above the entry“ie§iis has been throtigh worse. he harsh chemical process of straigl

Martin House is washed out and negity this piece of Jesus in my/de her hair brittle and short. £
torn in two. The portion blown offfaa@st# consider the many Wayglp(&iless girl in her school has taken
the barren branches of the tree ir@uirfiRf to survive conditions wWoFSaefHi}g Pat over her broken hair.

yard. Looking out our bedroom wird@uge of a carpeted church ¥t 2ff@) school Pat was upset and i

this is the first thing we see sour mood. She wouldn'’t
when we get up in the talk with me but we wrote
morning and so Jackie has back and forth in her
been on me to take the flag journal. She wrote that sh
down, but I'm resistant. wanted to die and that sh
Given the fractured state of had cut herself earlier in tl
our world today an earth week. The existential pair
flag faded, torn and trapped of being denied a child-
in the hibernating branches hood had finally boiled ov
of a naked tree strikes me with the cruel taunting of
as an apropos meditation her classmate. We were
for this Lent. forced to call for profes-
Last week we attended sional help for Pat before
Mass with some friends at she seriously hurt herself.
their rather affluent parish. For two weeks Pat was
As | was returning to my cared for inpatient at a
pew after receiving Eucha- local hospital. Little Mary,
rist | noticed a Communion Pat's 7 year old sister was
wafer in the aisle. | retrieved initially distraught in Pat’s
it but balked at eating it absence. Mary and Pat’s
when | realized it had been grandmother is responsibl
spit out by someone. So | for their care. But Grandn
sat through the closing P. is old, she is tired and
prayers and hymns and Brian Kavanagh she is responsible for 6 or
meditated over the moist mind turned to our dear Patricia. Maype ¢ children! The reality of

and discarded portion of the Bodyoef (eBERtreading about PatriciaPFB 1B life is that Pat acts as the
cradled in my hands. | thought tons@ikue. | wrote about her dafgiiger for Mary and 2 brothers. A he

who would spit out Communion?afound the campfire at Camp AHPRELIQi@ Slight girl.

wondered why dozens of other bglie¥gge and jubilation she is seldofdt imes | am sure Pat would prefe
stepped over the Bread of Life wifiekded as she helps her grandrfiBfREF§&;igor of a wealthy church to
pause? her little sister and brothers. As tR8'ga{)§ of the school corridor. | am ¢

Eventually | recalled a story frefersidrter this Winter Patricia Wi@igr8ie that Pat, and Mary, Dunc:
Over beers one night he shared wiilrifoR®Mto herself. She continlRiyg. Jose and Bubba and many

he had just given Eucharist to SOgiR0Re a St. Brigid House after SEABHKIAS living with the stresses of |

the hospital when a nurse came By@Rfdiay, but she spoke less and1BESMHY tender affection given by
stuck a suction tube in the fellovégan@iba hood over her head. Many volunteers who spend their afte

With his jaw on the floor Fr. Al saw fhgricia is a beautiful girl. She}f4§ Bigthe Catholic Worker. Jamie, ,
Body of Christ sucked out of thisqayl. & with long lashes and wWHEP shtaryLou, Nancy, Jory, Steve,
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Pru, Kristi, and the dozens of high sshon| yes- but when? How
students who come here do morealican &®ldoon as we recognize

discarded Eucharist in their hand#)ahtbediody of Christ cannot be

their devotion of time and love theyck#or®ut of any of us. How
the flesh and blood of the Body odlichuisis soon as we treat the
that is too often neglected by thobeokdio bodies in our gutters as

only adore the Body held captivehnlyheeservoirs of the Divine and
tabernacle. not as speed bumps on the road

Soon it will be light when | risetmribehere. The day | found

morning. Soon the arms of our trdesusl fieanded on the floor of the

fragrant with young buds and so tihahctvitthe second Sunday of

green | will no longer be able to deenthée was also homeless on the

bleached cloth that flaps outside strgets of Hartford and perse-
window. Soon Pat will be back acued iouthe camps of Darfur.
campfire roasting marshmallows and@h@nsgeognd reading that day

silly songs. And soon the fractureasBadyl afs that we will be saved

our Saviour will no longer hang oarttidiceofsre\téwotigh the
of war or be spat out like chaff byappearance of our savior
ruthless economic system which Gfadstirdes{®sTm 1:8b-

success by the status of the weak@)dsatamdlly Winter will always give way Maki Omran Raji
not the least. Soon the the pain will$adeg; and Amen, Lent will always give

and the wounds will heal. Soon weawitbldeaster. But truly, so long as we

one with him in his many vile formsal&odasus disappear our inevitable death

Resurrection will be ours.

will not give way to everldéting life.

WHAT DOES LOVE MEAN TO YOU? Love is the triumph of imagina
over intelligence.
Patricia P. (age 13) HL Mencken
Love, love, love. Love is anterior to life,
Is love when somone hifsysierior to death,
you? Initial of creation, and
No! The exponent of breath.
Is love when someone Emily Dickinson
makes you feel bad? Being deeply loved by someor
No! gives you strength, while loving s
Is love when someongne geeply gives you courage.
loves you the way you want to Lao Tzu
be loved. There is more hunger for love
Yes!_ _ appreciation in this world than for b
That is what | think love Mother Theresa
means. o Darkness cannot drive out dar}
What do you think it ness: only light can do that. Hate
means? cannot drive out hate; only love c
that.
Brian Kavanagh Martin Luther King, Ji

Patricia



Resistance Fantasies

Diane Thiel

We like to think we would have
been
Hans or Sophie Scholl, scattering
anti-Reich leaflets for our lives.

We like to think we would have
given
our homes, our future children
for the safety of our neighbors.

We like to think we never could
have owned slaves
or better yet, that we were abolition-
ists.
We never would have paid a factory
death wage.
We never would have sat at bulging
tables

while the potato famine harvested the villages

or packed people into coffin ships.
We hear of every trail of tears:

The only good Indian is a dead Indian

And then we close our newspa
pers, somewhat
aware of what our investments m
support,
disturbed to be reminded, in the |
or in a poem.
We might quietly recognize ourse
when we hear that all it takes for
to triumph is for good people to c
nothing.

And yet go home to our lives a
our Silence,
that true rough beast, hiding in th
hole
of our full bellies.

so easily convinced there is nothing we can do.
And each of us continues to dream

of having been willing to give anything.

at that moment in history, of having been,

at the very least, an active resister.

How could the people come to that — solution®Ne were all heroes in someorW else’s war.

Please write these prisoners of conscience:
Sr. Carol Gilll©856-039 (33 months — out 10/05 or with good time, 5/23/05, with| three
supervised release to follow prison)Alderson FPC, Box A Alderson, WV 24910
Sr. Ardeth P1240857-039 (41 months — out 6/06 or with good time, 12/22/05 with|three
supervised release to follow prison)FCI, 331/2 Pembroke Station,Danbury, CT (6811
for more prisoner of conscience addresses go to http://www.serve.com/nukeresister/




Losing America : A Review

Reviewed by Bruce Kohler ensure a balance of power and AEYAEERS our mistakes. The apathy

InLosing America: Confrontin@@ democracy from slipping inte.S0MEss as well as many of our cit
Reckless and Arrogant Rigsidefiyn of monarchy or dictatorship; ty of, has gotten our country in
Norton & Company 2004) Roberf@ny people in our country wantedi, o siy costly and complicated
Byrd, senior Senator (D.) from \Wiage war if they had a more truthils je i we had been more attenti
Virginia , argues that the war in |FHQS§rﬁﬂt|0n of the facts? Wheretﬁéebtgginning and from now on things
illegal violation of our Constitutioyeapons of mass destruction? V\éﬁﬁéﬁth}%ﬁ' e. If Congress and we citi
Senator Byrd, who serves on theCAppRgtion between Saddam HUussEIN, 388 stand democracy requires
priations Committee, is a bit ~ the terror of September 11?7 SinCENR-ination we won't simply or blinc

tedious with his narrative and he follow the ideas of a few with a politi

sometimes focuses too much on agenda.

his Senate career, nonetheless the Too bad we didn’t learn as much

book offers a very common sense could from our Viet Nam experience.

argument against the war. With his Hopefully we have now learned, and

rich understanding of how our importantly will remember this latest

government is supposed to work lesson.

he aptly questions the process Our democracy demands particip:

which drew us to war in Iraq. continuously. There are still things to
On page 176 the senator lists done, the situation demands it. If we

the 22 senators who opposed are a democracy protests can make

President Bush’s motion which changes. Try attending the Friday 11

granted him the power to wage war A.M. vigil at the Federal Building dov

in Iraq. Unfortunately neither town Hartford. Brian will personally

Senator Dodd nor Senator welcome YWu.

Lieberman is among them. Our

Constitution is specific in separa War is a racketlays

tion of powers, and the power to _ i
wage war rests solely with the CYYRBESS existed, and no there wad@®legd. It is possibly the olg
Senator Byrd is quite critical of tig@nnection to September 11 why difi&ygost profitable, surely the

members of Congress who just dAYRsisignd take so many lives tq b¥disstSo is the only one inter

continue to vote appropriations d@fpsides? n sft_:ope. Itis :(he ogl_y %nTI ny
because the Executive Branch requ&§aator Byrd's arguments abjy Pro Its are reckoned in doflars

The senator argues that if the CdiRjRraestrate that Congress has of IRRGF U’bli;/es...m t be taken
would live up to their constitutioridl its responsibilities. He more than udBLe€ steps must be take

e P - . : e war racket. We must take
responsibilities, we would not bedigsijdgforical situations of whic i

. . . 1 out of war. We must permit the
in such a quagmire. personally witnessed to prove hi ptﬂ%f;nd who would bear arms

His reasoning is quite simple. Wa&diggill Congress start living up 1O, 1t8 - - oo lid b
suggests we have strayed from tfeSRABAIDIlities? If they had initially, WRetC o\ military forces t¢
tions of the Founding Fathers anW@tldyhg country be today? Sinte g, <o nurposes..
they designed our government td:wérdo elect CongreSS, how muc crap every ship, every gun
when one branch simply follows f&&Reagifity do we bear in crealingdhis, ery tank, every war pla
another branch without question Hifatig/ that now exists? So | say, “TO HELL WITH
lost some of our liberty. The Congrd€¢ book is not a simplistic appgd§hdier General Smedley
Supreme Court and Presidency W Ryéryery complicated situafjorgitier, U.S.M.C., 1937

separate and distinct responsibilR#é&r$on0 easy solution. It might nake us
7




one currently acting as grounds keggliat

NOtES, Cont. Jackie and Teri have diligently beenMoitigna has been especially busy
to the Voluntown Peace Trust farmitio school lately studying to be a soc
on May 25 in Washington, D.C. make sure the facility is in workingvortter. | am so glad that she is living
Coincidentally the arrest was maderaygr@ups to utilize. Slowly but surelg with me as the only other young
Wednesday, which is Brian’s pubthe®PT is continuing to take shalaelaef the house. She has been gree
and as a result he has been tryin@ioall inclusive space for peace trialking and always makes me laugh w
make up for lost time ever since. and nonviolent activism. Recentlghe “tells people about themselves.”

Along with Brian’s action in D.@roups such as the Hartford City ~ And of course we cant forget Dan
Chris, who recently returned fromMisgmon and the Westerly Quakera/hose master status is “the lowly whit
to the Sudan this past Decemberhhas held retreats there amongstlibg who walks the streets.” Dan is a
been hard at work compiling the rifiyngseven acres of beautiful forestorivieunity organizer from A.C.O.R.N
photographs and stories from his ang grateful to all the people who @Fasociation of Community Organiza-
order to create a comprehensive slideked to secure this land. It trulyiess for Reform Now) and is living in
presentation. Upon his return heshaal paradise. Saint Brigid House. He has been very
been sharing his experience with vafwusdear friend Lydia was accepteyable to have around to continue
schools and organizations in an effdrottk Haven University where stmulitite of George Rishmawi” by
educate people about the political watching movies every night and he ¢
situation in the Sudan and to raise generously cleans out the refrigerator

awareness of the violence which has
manifested. During our after school
program Chris led a discussion with the
children about the thousands of dis-
placed people living in refugee camps as
a result of the conflict in the Sudan. In
response the children made cards offering
words of encouragement to those families
suffering as well as calling for an end to
the violence. Chris is planning on
returning to the Sudan with his oldest
son Micah and others this coming
April.

January 20 marked the second
inauguration for George W. Bush .
Jackie, Chris and our friends Tim and

Just a warning to all for future referen
if Jackie goes on a romantic Valentine
Day dinner with her husband DO
NOT eat her left over steak and then
add insult to injury by putting only a
chunk of fat left over from that steak
back in the fridge for Jackie to find th
next day. Ouch! It's ok Dan we still
love you.

Recently | discovered a framed
picture above the staircase in the
entrance hallway of St. Martin House
It is a picture of the 1912 Bread and
Roses strike in Lawrence, MA. Acros
the bottom is a quote: “Hearts starve
well as bodies, give us bread...but gi\

Mary observed this day by droppibg a student this fall. Lydia has a@ses.” This statement articulates a
banner across the “Welcome to Hartly helped me along in my ownconcept often difficult to find within th
ford” sign carved into the over passargition into the Catholic Workecontext of US culture, which considers
[-84. The banner read “Inauguramommunity. Lydia was brought h@@verty simply a lack of material weal
Peace. Impeach Bush.” The sighn@sgh Americorps to help with oexperienced by those who are
put up early in the morning and caftenschool program. She is a pleasig®alized or undeserving. Howeve
ued to hang through out the morniadpave as a co-worker and when#évisriarrow view of poverty completely
rush hour until it was taken downam not sure how to handle a situalieregards spiritual poverty, which is :
around 9:00 AM. she is always willing to step in andxtremely powerful force that does no
We are grateful for Chris and oassist. She has formed a bond witis¢heninate. As | read this picture my
friend Rich who saved the day whamldney which is obvious whenevarisHensnders to the children in our af
helped to fix a pipe that had burshat #teund because they always s@mdbprogram. This past winter has
camp in Voluntown. Because thekaasvnehere Lydia is. Congratulabees particularly trying for them. The
8



was a stabbing that occurred recamtty lmved. As important as it is tsheepishly walking backwards across
the apartment just around the conmaike sure folks are fed and clothletiched floor. This is our dog, Grace’s
from our house where some of ouhave their basic needs provided faté@ssstrategy to successfully cross th
children live. The stabbing was beteraenore important that as a sofliety wkich threatens to slide out from
two young teenage boys both of whaahze the extreme spiritual poveugdéaher each time she passes throu
used to visit the Green House aft@grermeates through out, which onlWMerealiprovide entertainment, which
school. One of the boys stabbed feérer, hatred and violence. includes tales of Greek and Roman
other in the throat and chest leavingWiet this concludes my inauguralythology from Ammon, Crip Walk
in critical condition. From what tHeouse article. Please feel free to daiice lessons from Micah and a very
children have told us it would seehetaany time. Don’t be surprisechifiymuous story involving Morliana,
the stabbing was a result of an orftappgn to see a large German Shephped cars, and ladtbsse!
conflict between the two boys which
started when one teased the other one
about staying back in school. The
stabbing did not make the newspaper the
next morning, however, because it was
over shadowed by the five other shootings
that occurred in the north end of Hart-
ford later that night. With all of this in
mind | can’t help but think about the
hardships these children are growing up
with and it makes the concept of recog-
nizing spiritual poverty so much more
imperative.

We need to know that we are wanted

Voluntown Peace Trust Calendar

Rock and Bowl Fundraisé&r80 PM Friday March 18 and Friday April 22. T-Bowl
Berlin Turnpike Newington.$10 includes shoes
Work Parties in Vol@Gatomday April 23 and Saturday June 24
Retreat&tlantic Life Community May 6-8
Dreams and Spiritual@rotister Carmela Garafola May 13 and 14
Dance Parties with the Emma Golddaaur Brygadee 25 and Saturday August 2
11:30 PM, $10 for beer, wine, and d.j. dancing.
For more information or any questions about the Voluntown Peace Trust please call
or Jackie Allen-Doucot at 724-7066

the world would be better off It people

tried to become better. And people would become better if they stopped
trying to become better off. everybody is better off Antc)zl everybody would be what he ou
: : to be
for when everybody tries to become Everybody would be rich : .
better off, if nobody tried to become richer. t ﬁ;f ;ﬁbogzttsrﬁi tootkt]) :r fallow to be
nobody is better off. And nobody would be poor W W W '

but when everybody tries to becomeipgli€fybody tried to be the poorest. Peter Maurimofounder of the
Catholic Worker moveme
9




Notes From De Porres Hous

Sarah Karas have considered family for years. evgring. My personal favorite highlig
As the new “low woman” on theruly blessed to be a part of this cii@iththe party were Princess Di's
totem pole | have the distinct honaityangs my Aunt Teri said to me béfgemade pasta sauce, the brilliantl
| would say, privilege of writing milefripr school, “Sarah, where evé@hgsgographed and succinct executio
first house article. For those of yagowhere you will be.” And right né\® electric slide by all of our dance flc
have not yet met me | am Sarah Ksigais, a good place to start beingdivas, and last but not least, Brian's

the newest member interpretive

of the Hartford dance to Fatboy
Catholic Worker. Slim’s Funk
Originally from Soul Brother
Windsor, Connecti- (P.S. This

cut | joined the involved Brian
community formally spinning belly
by moving into the up on the dance
Purple House this floor while

past December. propelling
While attending himself around
Northwest Catholic with his feet!).
High School | Thank you to
volunteered here for all who helped
my sophomore with this event

service project and continued to woWaskicked off the new year wit@fzd for making it a very enjoyable

a couselor at Camp Ahimsa for sigpaghetti dinner / dance party to evening.

years. This past May | graduatedtdrairaise for this year's Camp Ahim&ortly after his dancing debut,
lthaca College where | studied cir@mia am pleased to announce it B88@ along with other peace activists
production and then moved back $aagogss with over 200 people in d@ti@pded a prayer vigil in front of the
family’s home in Windsor to grapplance. | would like to give a speciidanese Embassy in Washington, L
with the all mighty question, Whathank you to our very own Diane calling for an end to the genocide in
now?. This question has led me t@ffectionately known as PrincessP@ifur. Following the vigil he partici-
embark on my life’s latest adventwe her seemingly endless enthusiggiichitda nonviolent witness, which |
which has, thus far, proven to be hattl work, which made this evento a twenty-six hour stay in Central
terrifying and exciting. Through thisssible. Also, thank you to St. Lock Up for him and his cohorts. The;
journey | find myself here at the Haatfiock/St. Anthony for generouslyvere arrested on charges of unlawful

Catholic Worker with people whormllbwing us to use their space for &embly and are scheduled to be tri
(See Notes P.8)
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