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The Hartford Catholicii/forkbshed bimonthly by the St. |[Martir
Porres Catholic Worker community. We are a lay commynity of
like minded friends, living in the north end of Hartford, wgrking
for an end to violence and poverty. We are not a “tax-exgmpt”
not accept government funding. Our ability to house the homel
hungry, and work with the children depends on contributipns fri
ers. We are not paid. We can be reached at: 18 Clark St}, Hart
(860) 724-7066, doucot@sbcglobal.net. We are: Brian Kgvanac

Evans, Jacqueline, Christopher, Micah and Ammon AllenfDouc
www.mywebpages.comcast.net/catholicworker/

St. Martin's Books to Consider

WISh LiSt The following books have either been read recently by member
a4 Canned vegetables, pasta Catholic Worker or they relate to a story inHar¢fessu€ashtiie Worke
sauce, beef stew, peanut_butter J FROM YALE TO JAIL: The Story of a Mp/laamctmmﬂger

jelly, cookies and tunafish L Plan of AttagkBob Woodward

C Beds, dressers, pots and pans,b The End of Oil: On the Edge of a PeriloysPilalRdfueits
and kitchen tables , A People’s History of the UriigdHSbtaded Zinn

W your continued prayers a The Clothes Have No Emperor: A Chronicle ofttePAmericar
and financial supfeake Slansky

:The Hartford Catholic Weakkand expanded issues can noW be read online
. at: www.mywebpages.comcast.net/catholicworker/ Pleage tell us what yo

The poor tell us who we are and the prophets tell us who we could be. So we hide the
-Phillip Berrigan

St. Martin’s Calendar

W Please join us on TSeptember 7, and October 5 afo7:8® RMebration of Mass at St. Brigid
House, 18 Clark St., Hartford. Refreshments and conversation follow Mass.

T Please join uSaturday, Julpil@ work party by day and dance party by night at Camp Ahimsa in
Jackie at 724-7066 for details.

p Our vigil for an end to war coRtiday's drom 11:30-42:80e the Federal Building on Main St. in |
Please bring a sign and join our call for an end to the American military occupation of Iraq.

, Please join us at Brigid House, 18 Clark Jtlydh atu8Q0i@vh showing of tlidegdendent Media ir
a Time of Watti Amy Goodman bestaatacy Now!



Dying, Forgetting

Stephen Vincent Kobasa intact from that training

Taking their instructions from t@@und for convivial assassins.
movies that defined him all his life, The fearful thing about
commentators on Ronald Reagaftga@iddxis popularity is that
have agreed that “when the legefg@de largely knew the truth
comes fact, print the legend.”lllugiBauivagm, yet celebrated his
all that ever mattered to Reagandggeptions because they
understood that one required us8hgmssthem. His racism, his
when carrying out murderous pohé@tgdref labor, his homopho-
was a smiling criminal, always. bia, his spitefulness towards

David Dellinger smiled, too, bifaigoor, were perfectly
was the smile of undiminished hdpirgiadldn the society that
face of the injustice and violenceéfcted him, and that sur-
resisted throughout his life. | metr@ufdsniyjm with cacophonies Robert Van Nuit
once, in a basement room in Wagh@iibAow. dead men than they knew of
D.C. The friend who introduced meDavid Dellinger’'s death registehemnselves.Their own memories wer
mentioned some small accompligfithigh@ gmaller circle, but he wasrasédhiy the same illness, leaving &
mine, and Dellinger was immedi&feglyof a tradition. Some of the fedenaiten to mythologize one and forg
delighted in praise, as if | had belfishig buildings at Danbury are anlesrtfifithat is not to be final, then w
companion in the struggle from the knew when he served a sentemugsthake on a responsibility like the
beginning_ There was that Sensef@f b'mm@@@cientious objection dlllha'g\/l\hH Auden once reminded us ¢
about him that many others haveSegssiged/orld War. There are nevoth cases,
an easy grace that stole nothing Rs@nBES of conscience being confined in
intensity of his convictions. He wH¥@hbleak place now; their witness the oat he was, he was:
alumnus with a difference, his higegiporial that Dellinger and others likeNtiat he is fated to become
reassuring other graduates (inclugligf eesjred Depends oMs.
that their consciences could indeededt@ygsnd, we knew more of these two




David DeIIinger . He Refused to be a “Good American”

Michael Carlson fondness for familial rebellion caffferment, but refused to register at
(reprinted frihe GuardBa8/04)naturally to him. He was born in $@aefegfl to a year at the federal D
Massachusetts, the son of a proRfit§éfy ne refused to recognise the
As a radical pacifist David DeRegeiblican lawyer and friend of #Of6#akRd seating arrangements in-
spent his life involved in non-violel® acesident, Calvin Coolidge. THE y6§HEING time in solitary confinen
against war and oppression. Butbélingest over-nighted in the Whif®hydReed him “how little it matters w
prominent role was as elder statesrBgritef time he graduated with@Bigig does to you.
the Chicago Eight, the disparate fgoouyale University in 1936, Dellin§¥éh&iathe US entered the second
radicals who were charged with edresigisirtgeing radicalised. He ha¥®eéhDecember 1941, Dellinger age
to incite riots around the 1968 Uirrested while marching to suppé@fused to join the military, and spen

Democratic party convention. another two years in prison.

Dellinger’s principled stand and had already met his future wi
commitment to non-violence belied Elizabeth, a student journalis
Washington’s accusations against assigned to interview him at
him, and, for many involved in the student Christian conference.
anti-Vietnam movement, served as After the war, Dellinger co-
an inspiration. founded Direct Action magaz

In February 1970, as Dellinger with two other Christian
began his statement to the court pacifists, AJ Muste and Doro
before being sentenced on massive Day. His first editorial criticise
contempt of court charges, Judge the dropping of the atomic
Julius Hoffman ordered him bombs on Hiroshima and
silenced. As US federal marshals Nagasaki. He edited or pub-
dragged him away, his teenage lished a number of magazine
daughters screamed, “Leave my most notably Liberation, whic
daddy alone.” When more marshals ran for 20 years.

grabbed the girls, Dellinger brokeufieajsation at Yale; he spent a sufitniéle Vietnam war gained mome
sprang through the crowd and inteopkisedin a factory in Maine, anf'ERi$ihdhe 1960s, Dellinger joined t
himself between his children andttheelling with hoboes. Roman Catholic priests, Philip and C
officials. Dellinger discovered his pacifi§&i@h, In producing a declaration 1

Twenty years older than any ofithimgtadsrawl at a Yale football giepge for draft resisters. He org
defendants, Dellinger always lookedahgidof New Haven “townie”. g 267 protest march that encirclec
place in the Chicago Eight groupvittim fell, stunned, he later wrotE€RgoN, an event recalled in Norm
included Abbie Hoffman and JertgsRabih,learned was as simple, Maitarsnook, Armies Of The Night.
leaders of the Yippies, the Nationalarguable as the lesson a child T#RdHRE to China and what was th
Mobilisation Committee organisefirRetimie it puts its hand on a red¥96th Vietnam, securing the release
Davis, the former Students For Aseenddon't ever do it again” captured American servicemen, and
cratic Society activist Tom Hayden Hedvon a fellowship to OxfordaSrfiveR-between for the North Vietne
Bobby Seale, the Black Panther dggdasing his time in Europe to $88dRa%{0 Chi Minh. One of the thing
One journalist described DellingeGeinmiaisy at first-hand, and to drif8'8fg€ from his visits was how fond|
professorial tweed and corduroy,aasbulance during the Spanish chaMgabered his own time in New Yc
resembling “an off-duty scoutmasteete his experience convinced hinftiigatthe Chicago trial, Dellinger w

Dellinger described his role in ‘taaewer won the armed struggléeSEWbiig public eye, though he rem
Vietnam war movement as that afcthz the people”. active, even when dissent became le
older brother siding with the rebellidien conscription was institu@écfptable and many radicals turnec
younger child against his parentsAnTéisa in 1940, Dellinger was elid®eefdellinger RIP, p.5)



All-American Amnesia: An Antidote

or select moments in the life of the real Ronald Reagan

1947:Elected president of the C}69e8r}-1988: Following discoversnoidiplione Reagan jokes: “...I've si

Actors Guild, testifies as a friend | %i?ﬁggg of AIDS in 1981, it sodegislation that will outlaw Russia fort

before the House Committee on PHEaMe clear a national health cvigsbegs bombing in five minutes.

American Activities. The hearing ?ggdé?to, g. Reagan’s communicafiprit14, 19R86agan orders air

the blacklising of many writers anngf?& ?&r at Buchanan argued thstriké3&gminst Libya in retaliation for
thought to have ties to the Commtjﬂl evenge on gay men.” bombing of a West Berlin disco in wt

_ . : ct. 25, 1983:U.S. troops invase U.S. servicemen were killed.The
B eégr?wlé So?sé%rsz\gvlth a Chlmpanz%;erenada to oust Marxists who hadri@esrkill the Libyan leader’'s daught

1969: As Governor of Californig'gf\j%é@e government, and to “@®tetter people.
e
a

sends in the National Guard to brask ical students on the CgriblNegnl& 19R6agan admitg sendinc
protests at the University of Califgjﬁ‘gr n response to the questlweéipcms to Iran but denies it was pa
Berkeleyf there has to be a b tear for your Ilfe?” a student aepaems-for-hostageg deal. .
bath then let's get it overRwith. o, | feared for my lifestyle.” Nov. 25, 198§:Nat|onal Sc_ecunty
ReagaBan Francisco ChEshio. 1983: Donald Rumsfeld meetsAditiser John Poindexter resigns and

Aug. 3, 1981 traffic controllers%%ddam Hussien paving the waynfatichal security aide Col. Oliver Nor

on strike. Reagan gives them 48 8 gsapoadministration to restoreficgplon the widening Iran-Contra affai
get back.to work. and fires thoser%??'g ties to the dictator before gaiing tomference, Attorney General E
’ chem

refuse icals, anthrax and bubonic plagae &mounces that $10-$30 millic
198i'Reagan’s budget directol ashington FI30/02] profits from the sale of U.S. arms to
Stockmén roposed classifyin ’e ' %@e CIA mines Nicaragid been diverted to the Nicaraguan
» Prop 9 namhore. “June 1986 the Court findsnhais
a vegetable as part of budget cu k3P

: f violating international law.
federally financed school lunch p%ié\é%sll’ 198hile checking a

Barrie Maguire

David Dellinger R.I.P.

more profitable careers. He moved to Vermont, to concentrate on writing and teaching.
His autobiography Y&ferho, Jads his sixth book and, on its publication in 1996,
he declared that the “evils in society today are greater than they were in 1968".

Five years later, by now aged 85, he rose at 3am and hitchhiked to Quebec City to
demonstrate against the North American Free Trade Agreement. As he had said at the
Chicago trial, “People are no longer going to be quiet. People are going to speak up.”

He is survived by his wife, three sons and two daughters.

David Dellinger born August 22 1915; dietWMay 25 2004




Naked in the House of God

Christopher Allen-Doucot portent of racist epithets being vomited
I've been told that when I'm stumped about such young mouths. | nearly cried wher
what | should write about | should simply write turned the corner and hundreds of their
about what I've been doing. Oftentimes during classmates were lining up and little Ge«
the last few years that has meant writing about over to me and buried his head in my gu
my time in Irag. Not having been there for a gave me a huge hug. Next came six ye:
while now my other responsibilities can seem Mary who told me she loved me and the
mundane. But oh how the mundane moments me what | was doing here in her schooly
in our life can define us. Lately my time has of 400 yards from my front gate!). Every
been spent worrying about my knee, working in Mary and George are fed, loved and car
my garden, and fretting about my sons as they Brigid House, what they call the Green:
prepare for adolescence. I've also been fixing | care for them as tenderly as | do the fr
bicycles for neighborhood kids and putting young plants in my garden. With love,
band-aids on their knees when they fall, attention, guidance and nutrition they w
fielding heartbreaking calls from friends blossom and bear the fruits of love whic
suffering in Iraq and Palestine and preaching at inside them. The children who harangu
area churches about economic poverty in have the same potential to yield love in:
Hartford, spiritual poverty in America and the them. Perhaps they are like sprouts wh
war in Iraq. My garden time usually feeds méitiaforiyin cracks of the sidewalk. M

Usually my life here at the Cathdi@llyviMasking in my garden | am sufteyih@ee received barely enough care
is a complete joy. These days | espe¢iag/mippeauty of God's creatioyoumne liweb to grow but not thrive. Tragi
working in my garden. After a tougt®fiingesoil between my fingers, the Bightsoftttee cracks never mature as the
which killed a few of my rose bush&snak yellow blossoms hiding in thesi#zrd on, poisoned, pulled up or die C
survivors are bursting forth blossonbepeashttee broad and prickly leavéBitsittieoo many of the kids we see in tt
cream yellow, ivory white and sunsetievaniger. vine, and the rush of fragrgr@eb@terod expect such a hardscrabl
have already harvested my spinacH,riggh the tips of the tomato plants Fitiniyagukids can’timagine anything e
typically bolts early and turns bitter andostiangthen my spirit. When | gardénsi Sunday, two days before my kne
to store spinach leaves because thegrtraraith God in the ongoing mirsislgest. The Cobalt sky is peppered wi
mushy so | developed an egg, spin&digatien. | need my garden time to @&egttery clouds. The leaves on the tre
cardamon bread with an egg glaze theakghitother times when | feel utténiisidedy window flutter with the bree
came out all right. My corn is now aBadtdaiagletely out of place. while the seeds besides the leaves swi
high, my collard greens haven't been higgflseek | was walking past thégeag the neighborhood landing on th
on and my tomato plants are bearirggbnekasithe kids were arriving whightaegsesigyvalk cracks, and along the gu
sized fruit. | planted several heirloodh yanetieyears old’s started tauntibgme oHé&gse seed copters have made
of tomatoes this year: banana, purpW¥hi{gdBoy, hey white faggot, go hothe pilsitef leaf mold which has accumul;
white along with early girl, jet star ap@ybid weg.flabbergasted and asketthénegnacross the street. The combir
Some day | will figure out how to tirf@,lgﬂl them to talk to an adult like tH.f@nieerand the leaf mold provide the
tomatoes and spinach so that | cantsnetemwalk away they jeered unéiPnvRagion of nutrition, moisture and
together. of earshot. As

The garden is behind Brigid Houls@auas itepuld
neighborhood kids frequently see rhéaidheny!
in it. Once last year | was eating a tisitdtermidsh
off the vine and warm from the sun a@glakwas
great, the juice dribbled down my chis taipyd tHat
aroma of the tomato filled my nasaltpeyssajésind
The kids thought | was crazy eatingdfeiegtehby
had come from the ground and not the sivraous
6
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protection for these seedlings to haa®lee exited the house of God. | grabpedrtimaunity supporting me like a gar
fighting chance. The leaves on theilectetineaiadldelt momentarily flushedia&d | Wadld not be able to hold my hee
smaller this year than last. As if thdeemtinshiag to the church and in nmyobéstall over, break and wither. Isn’t tf

aware that her death is imminent
have focused her strength on her
sending forth a potential forest of
knowing that, given the circumsta

shegleetead to get dressed. | stood bédoe! thiedt?
chodseof eyes naked but for the scripture which
sugprayapldswad wrapped myself within. In fact |
nbeslot rushed to this moment. | prayed over

conditions in the city, she will be luendibgaeddr inspiration as to how Nathan’s

her children survives and thrives.
Earlier today | preached at Old

story is relevant today and | am confident that
Sty analysis is accurate. Nonetheless, the man

Andrew’s Episcopal church in Bloonmheldippleel up the Word of God had effectively

first reading was the story of Davi

Uriah off to be killed so that he cou

ddisnaldegl me- leaving me yearning for a way to
Islifaket of that church and back to the safety of

Bathsheba as his wife. In the scriptomg d2adehis

confronted by the prophet Nathan who\atisg this | still feel naked and again |

the king the story of the rich man withllddatgexposed when you read this. And even
herd of sheep who orders the sole kmlgdf #heart of me relishes a good argument |

poor man killed to feed a traveller

. \Afthgrowing weary of the desolate feelings that

indignation David asks Nathan who tresulttinovanising out of place so often. Like a

as he should repay the poor.man fo
With righteousness Nathan tel

that he is that man. | preached that we are like

David, wealthy and powerful but 4
satisfied. | said that the people of
800 American soldiers killed to dg
the Uriahs of our story sent off to
defense of our way of life.”

| quoted the first president Bus|
cousin was among the worshiperg
that [American policy in the Middl
intended to secure] “access to en
resources that are key- not just to
functioning of this country but to t
world. Our jobs, our way of life, ou
freedom, and the freedom of frien
around the world would all suffer i
the world’s great oil reserves fell
hands of Saddam Hussein.”

| pointed out that the Americar
lived by the wealthy and powerful
is only possible through the labor
the garment workers of Haiti who
cents an hour to sew clothes for V|
pointed out that the American way
translates to a median annual incq
$52,000 in Avon but only $6900 i
neighborhood around the Catholig

Early on in my sermon one ma
congregation dramatically stood
scripture readings and tossed th
7

PWRESSYRHAS and shouts: “Mr. Presidentidviritestichenion!”
em to the floor

ustatdiower full of seeds in late summer | can’t
|sstiaendkiong my own. Without Jackie, my boys and

Michelle Dick

tilTnot
te inMnagiaea time in the not too distant future when the oil fields of
Nemsh Goir highways are empty because gas is simply unavailable an
because the emergency oil reserve has been consumed. Unemplo
h4lkyhrosketed as our economy collapses. Meanwhile in the Middle E:
)@RBGaide Oil Producing Exporting Countries have prepared for the
2 loagkisproduce enough to export. During the waning days of produg
egyd kept enough oil in reserve to maintain their militaries and their
thad the Iragis have another problem; the Middle East is running out
Nengpdised as industry is in crisis and economies are in danger of cras
I eW\Baudi Arabia determines that something drastic must be done to
diyfeoMatfeiges a coalition with the Kuwait and Iraq and in an addresy
[ qs¥ERhBfy he says that the kingdom will act to maintain “access to \
NiRERNEst to the functioning of this kingdom but to the entire world. OU
own freedom, and the freedom of friendly countries around the worl
WRheMBHd's great water reserves remained in the hands of the Al
of ogthsasif¥e then announces to the world that the United States
Ofdqls Hkece and stability of the world. After a bloody invasion in wh
M&RAcans are killed the former OPEC nations eventually succeed
J%JHE_PHeinn transporting fresh water in converted oil supertankers frg
Rlitige East.
bme of response to this outrage the American president says to a nat

WOtkeise they did this thing, and because they had no pity.”
1IN BEfore the president can continue he is interrupted by a homele:

he wor
l our m
ment ¢
st the
> day tt
tion the
pConon
of wat
5hing. €
preser
5 to the
vater re
r jobs,

d woulc

mericar
oses a
ch thot
n occu
m the

onal at

‘ W%s, the nation who has done this deserves to die; they shall restgre the \

S Man




Truth Spoken to Power

(The following excerpts are trankpiiedthat’s a lighe judge, arousted, ., cted f .
fromDemocracy, 8¢2i7/04. Democra@d§clared that he had never sat in 13’6' giffs Were convicted for contemg

. - C nd it was later overthrown,...
Now can be heard daily at noon o WeH@Ba trial where a party to a%R@vsuft™® ! ’
91.7 FM) called the judge a liar. That stirred MyéDselllnger, do you care to say

Tome Hayden deepest convictions and he rose dY&p. the judge said? | will hear

| was on trial with Dave Dellingielimaybe they were afraid to g8't¥ /QIIreSpGCt o punishment'. Dave

1969 and 1970 as part of Chicag8tBer than tell the truth, but | woufd) Xt@ﬁeady tr eg from "o Wﬁeks
On[e day] the judge erroneously @@déagad for however long you séiinpg jail- He tried to reply to the s

: : : et vou oet away with thalMsythe judge, but was stopped b
Dave of saying something to whiéhapdodet you get away wi R o Spoakmilyts his

punishment. Dave reacted sharply, sud
gaining an eloquence that he wanted fc
final statement. Hp@awant us to be

like good Germans, supporting the evil:
decade and then when we refuse to be
Germans and came to Chicago, now yc
us to be like good Jews, going quietly a
politely to the concentration camps whi
and this court suppress freedom and th
and the fact is, I'm not prepared to do tt

The marshals started movinginon C
the judge’s instructionsvant us to stay
in our place like black people were sup
stay in their place, like poor people wer
supposed to stay in their place, like wol
supposed to stay in their place. Like pe
without formal education are supposed
in their place. Children are supposed tc
their place and lawyers are supposed t
their placdie marshals came closer,
grabbing Dave’'s’&aople will no longer
be quiet. People are going to speak up.
old man, and | am speaking feebly and
well, but I reflect the spirit that will echc
throughout the world”

“Take him out”, the judge commande
There was an uproar in the spectator se
And | saw Dave’s 15-year-old daughter,
Michelle, red-faced screaming a crying
being held around the throat by a marst
Dave tried to move toward her. Both we
from each other by a dozen marshals. E
body in the courtroom was standing. Re
were crying. [Our attorney] Bill Kuntsler
collapsed over the lectern and asked to

punished next. That's my merdry of D:
Michael McCurdy




the deal would not move forward wdnamt thko had given birth to twins jastvisit the Catholic Worker and meet tf
sellers were able to find a $25,000a&ftanfinishing three years in prisonnéighborhood children. To our delight
for the repairs. We are still in needapiiakly became apparent that the amhiiabop Henry Mansell visited St.
few miracles, but we are confidentdaliepwhelmed. We often saw Key dBtigid House on June 3rd. He saw the
will come to us as we “Hasten and thaistaget late at night. He was doirajterschool program in full swing and
the coming of the Lord.” It's becomgoddgrin school, getting into fightstaficed with all the neighborhood kids. V
that the Voluntown property will beham@ng schools twice. Finally hishad sent him some back issues of our
than a Catholic Worker farm. We apaternal grandparents (their son isradsesietter which, judging from our
hoping to hold our first Nonviolencer@ooy).took him in alongside 2 otheonversation, he read. Before leaving f
meeting, work party and opening cgtaebidchildren they had already be&onfirmation he thanked us and told us
tion on July 17th!! Please join us! raising. We have met with her and Waweere doing the Lord’s work.
Another miracle has been the way that Last Saturday a small group of
our extended community has come forward peacemakers went to Electric Boat to
to help after school and on Saturdays. protest the celebration of the nuclear
Nancy and Jory are our newest volunteers. submarine the USS Jimmy Carter. We
They join a group of about 10 adults who were saddened to see a Nobel Peace F
consistently make time to be present to the laureate and born again Christian “chri:

kids here. We just spent a week working
on the program. We had to reduce the
number of kids who come after school
from about 75 to 35. It is very hard to
turn kids away, but with such a large
number of kids coming every day it was

becoming overwhelming to be consistent
with the kids, meet their expectations and

keep up our energy. We sure wish there
was a Catholic Worker house in every
parish (as Peter Maurin had hoped). The

ten” (sic) a nuclear weapon. We pray fc
the conversion of hearts and minds to t
from a false security based on fear and
violence to a security provided by the Ic
of God and the power of living justly.
Some day we believe all of us will live t
see the day when our country invests it
food, clothing, and shelter for all the
world’s people. It seems more and mor
apparent that weapons and war making
make us more vulnerable despite the

new system has greatly improved the The Easter Miracle Potatigprint  Pentagon propaganda to the contrary.
experience for the kids coming here and What we need is a Department of
the volunteers helping us out. together set limits and expectation®ffiense based on the prophecy of Mici
A not so small miracle has beerkajaun. Our friend Nancy Costello (med mine, the original). This “Pentagor
the people who have come togethexgrebdlfo take Key to visit his monwiauld have 3 departments; one each tc
our beloved Kejaun. Key is an 11yjailbbwas refused permission to dopgopagate God’s desire for us to: Live
who had been our neighbor since bessas® of my arrests for peacewaldstyeLove Tenderly and Walk Humbl:
His mom was very young and overiagsnkegiaun will soon see his morwitbr @wel. Not exactly the guiding prin-
with raising 5 children sans the befigdtttohe in more than a year. We hapkes of empire, is it.
a high school diploma or a husbansiéen great strides in Key’s behavior aflase keep Chris in your prayers as
boyfriend. Key always spent weekeatiitsidieeveith some consistent love arie has ACL surgery on his knee on Ju
He was Micah and Ammon’s best flisaigline. Looking forward to pitchintSir. (Thanks again John O’Brien
and the closest thing to a third sonhissand Micah’s Little League team ddein$. tBlease pray also for our friends
could imagine. A couple of years agmvide plenty of motivation for good®ebay®and Muna Rishmawi as Muna
family moved to the South End. But h€hanks go out to St. Christophepsepares to give birth to little Saliba
was family so we used to pick him sghowsind Laurie Janecko who brRigjimasvi amongst the violence that
weekends. Last June his mom wagslseeans of repaired bikes which wedeminates life in Occupied Bethlehem.
tenced to 3 years in prison. Her chitdeefully and immediately pedaled Bleagéyray for all of our community;
were thrown into turmoil and split the neighborhood kids. those who live at St. Brigid and St.
between relatives. Kejaun ended up a/fthen the new bishop of HartforMasmeHouse and those who spend so
blocks from us. He was living with emtown Chris wrote to him to invitenhuroh of their time, energy andWéve he
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Notes From De Porres House

Jackie Allen-Doucot

On Easter Mo and | got up early to
prepare our Easter meal that we share
with some neighborhood friends and
former guests. We were chopping veg-
etables and listening to music when Mo
cut a huge potato in half. She squealed
“Come and See!”. On the inside of each
half there was a void in the shape of a
perfect cross. We were delighted and
called Ammon to see.

Mo said “Ammon it's a miracle!
Come and See!” When she opened the

potato Ammon’s eyes widened in shock.

He quickly made the sign of the Cross
and said “I'm going to Mass, I'm going

to say every prayer, and sing every song.”

Little did we know, but it really was a
miracle. Up until this Easter miracle,

Ammon had a begrudging attitude about

attending Mass. He often talked about
his difficulty with “going over to another
building to be with God, when God lives

the Farmhouse) kept the vision in the|
hearts during four years of living in
Maine. When we called on them they
were ready and willing to pull up tend
roots and invest their life savings. The
when we realized we couldn’t handle .
the legal aspects of such a huge unde
taking our friend Rex told us to call th
UConn Law School to talk with his
friend Barbara McGrath.

After our first meeting, Barbara anc
the folks at the CT Urban Legal Insti-
tute, joined our efforts full throttle and
have walked us through an awesome
amount of legal, financial and technic
hurdles. At one point we needed to dc
some budget and cash flow sheets fol
lender. None of us had these skills, al
just as | was moaning about being in «
our heads Sue Petruzzi came to Brigi
House and told me to call our friend J
Hubert; a retired accountant who worl
more in retirement than he did full tim

right here” he said pointing to his chest. Brian KavanaghVthin @ day Jim joined the Voluntow
Once he made his First CommuniBrighieof the Brigid House Tree Stfifigce Trust board of directors as
was more interested in Mass, butthtil some great soul would make igasurer. Meanwhile many groups a
seemed more involved in his drawinge gift. As it turns out the greatiBéiyiduals have joined the Northeast
than in the Scripture readings or (he plays a president on televisiofyag@igerative for Nonviolence, the grot
prayers. Ever since the “Easter Pgba¢alis $25,000 and so we were dff formed to support the property an
Ammon has been very attentive aifdassining. Since then there’s b&8egkadise of the conference center.
and he really does sing every songalfhisllion dollar miracle, but an Two weeks ago it almost seemed th:
has got me thinking more about naicaglesiiation of smaller miracles fidsWork was for nothing. We discovere

When we first talked about tryingatie it possible for us to obtain tﬁgr_lng Inspections that there_ were a fe\
obtain the Voluntown property, w&/allintown property. major repairs needed for which the forr
said it would take a miracle. | beganGsorge and Maureen (who will fén€rs would not pay. It was looking i
once to pray for one, having in myhei@atholic Worker community living in (See Notes P9)
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