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The sun is rising.
All the green trees
are full of birds, an
their song comes u
out of the wet bow-
ers of the orchard.

Crows swear
pleasantly in the
distance and in the
depths of my soul
sits God.

Thomas Merton
-Writings on Nature

Brian Kavanagh Summer/Fa” 2009
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The Hartford Catholici$\faukéshed bimonthly by the St. Martfn De F
| Catholic Worker community. We are a lay community of Cathglics, a
friends, living in the north end of Hartford, working and praying|for an
and poverty. We are not a “tax-exempt” agency. We do not adcept g
funding. Our ability to house the homeless, feed the hungry, apd worl
children depends on contributions from awe neaddpesd\W&'e can |be
reached at: 18 Clark St., Hartford CT 06120; (860) 724-7066, doucot@shadiaiblahtieticandker.org

Abu George
St. Martin’s Wish List Dear Friends, On August 18 Saliba Rishm
your prayers for peace, patience, joy and jubiaiead away. Saliba was the father of Georr

your financial support \ Rishmawi, our dear friend, gregarious nonvia

help on Tuesdays with modest house cleanir@ftivist and Olive Wood vendor from Palestir
healthy after-school snacks moving essay (full text available in our online

fresh fruit, olive oil, tuna, and toilet paper George wrtéy thhe( S‘T”/’ba’ was my begt fr
bus tokens my teacher and inspiration, because of him,

I do now. He has taught me how to live with
dignity, how to seek justice and freedom, ho
with the community.”

Please join us in praying for the RWhmawi

St. Martin’s Calenda

W Please join uSuasday, October 6, Noyembe
3 and December 1 at 780 tRMcelebration of| Mass
at St. Brigid House, 18 Clark St., Hartford. Refreshr
conversation follow Mass.

p Our vigil for an end to war cdrtidag's éom
11:30-12:3utside the Federal Building on Majin St.
Hartford. Please bring a sign and join our call for an
American military occupation of Iraq.

J EXONERATE®hHe hear Juan Melendez| an
innoceman, speak of his 18 years orT GesdayRaw.
September 15, YRMt Hartford Unitarian-Universalist (
433 Fern St.
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Contemplation in the Company of an Angel

Christopher J. Doucot gling the birds nests that the kidsigoaratinvecluding: a Northern Pike c
During a normal year mid-Julynfiakis thut of the line on their reelbyrdosé at Pachaug, a Walleye lande
brook behind our cabin at Campcahipsagieduce angling to a mindigagsean from the dam at Beach Por
diminished to a mere trickle. activity. At the YMCA camp | attehoethsasf keeper bass.
Meteorlogically this year has not &&ahwe fished for Blue Gills and Spefishps the greatest fishing succe
normal. The average rainfall for thatlingathetic reel-less poles. Inste@enolith Jose’s little brother Angel.
three weeks of July in Voluntowncasing we dipped a length of lingst&dHe and Jose have been recently
inches; this year we have had mdhe thale &nd baited with beads ofietidegith their mom after a few yea
inches. A burst pipe in heaven h&yesheff a short dock into knee de#pcustody. As infants, toddlers an
formed our babbling brook into a kids Jose and Angel were
roaring run of white-watcjiiFs practically feral; Angel did not
Rain and camp mix as see a doctor between his birth
summer and school, but and his entrance into foster ca
because most of our ca at the age of 5. Though he is ¢
to summer school they o© strong willed and lovable kid
seem to mind the sudde Angel can try the patience of
transformation of the mix angels as his fleeting attention
evergreen and hard woo( skips to whatever catches his
that surrounds Camp Ah The first day we took him fishil
a rain forest more likely f we expected a brief outing an
the Pacific Northwest tha instead were on the water for
Connecticut Southeast. three hours. Angel focused,
Honestly, the rain was concentrated, listened and
that bad (I keep telling patiently caught a variety of
Confined to the cabin during panfish, a couple of Bass and
downpours | trounced the campetén. At Camp Ahimsa we use geatepd@ss Yellow Perch that he an
Connect Four almost as often asbiaitad iwith Shiners, night-crawleksharettbe dinner.
between their mural painting, t-skatestdkieg. Micah and | (mostly Micahjhe water grumpy old fisherme
and “Guitar Hero-ing”. The campeaseaheen teaching the campersapouotdaik “shut up and fish” to the
Jackie have painted two murals Riistgemmere the different fish arealkuithg: types. We never tell the kid:
which will be hung by the basketthell dyuetind the year, and how trehuteadhient when we are out fishing t
at the€atholic Worker HoHsetford.sound, water temperature, and “steu@uteperiods of silence. Fishing fc
One mural declares the yard to handerwater affect fishing. Anglingsas Gantemplative exercise. As the r
“Hater Free Zoféle the other hasAhimsa is an exercise in mindfulpessedtdarry the boat across the sea
doves and spirals and a prayer fanugpfgortunity for us to reveal todéet deep within to examine my hear
“renew the face of the earth”.  children the inner-workings of theppati#akhe injustices in this world an
It seems the rain has helped theofighamygl, their intimate place indbnsider my part in perpetuating ther
in Beach and Pachaug ponds. Our Boat said, we caught a heck oBaftwe afcan wander too far off, a tug
Micah was again our fishing coufisbl¢hiarglimmer mostly using thesg line or a spray of mist carried by
has done a great job with the campeadible plastic worms that fishzafghyr brings me back. The water cls
teaching them how to cast, set thelptess against, Micah calls theme'fighile the wind carries away my w
and release the fish unharmed. Beaekisd hese jiggly bits of deceptiitchieg the campers inhale deep b
fishing with kids is often about krestffgtiye | can’t believe the DoPdilesn’tontentment for hours on en

new ones when the line breaks amhorththeir use. We've had tight lines all
3 (Please see: Angel, p4)




Re-Creating With the Catholic Worker Kids

James Conway imagining a 70+ year old on the stemptblénmalcott Mountain trip, here are s
Summer is an excellent time fey the ridge. But come she did. Sheighéigatthom the others...
observing the biblical call to recreftite-no problem, and got more joy WBONN football players (BIG guy:
creating ourselves spiritually) angheniryedible views than any of us skegtheteirousel in Bushnell Park wit
ment of God'’s gifts. The univers&igynoich for my preconceived notiokidsibout
this call across generations was agmghis we walked along the ridge amthe kids running up and down the
home during a series of field tripshasugdrthe woods she talked abouhBgte the state capitol building and pee
of the Hartford Catholic Worker'spseniwaertrips there and how peacdfitbitimeagtgemn-looking senate chambe
program for kids. Our field * Bridget doing backward
trip groups included K| somersaults in the pool at
from Hartford and one Keney Park.
from the suburbs, collf * Eating ice cream in the
students, a middle-ag Legislative Office Building
suburbanite (me), and cafeteria (a respite from the
ish grandmother. On heat in Bushnell Park).
Wednesdays small gr *“Hold-your-breath
us have gone to the K underwater” contests in the
Park (Hartford) pool, pool.
Mountain State Park, * Corey, having captured
Bushnell Park carousel and the the flag, trying to run it back t
state capitol, the park again for capther-fieefflaber soul was soaking up thig eifleveith his pants falling down (he
and a couple of pool parties at Laurieadisngepkaer of God's creation.  to put “belt” on his Christmas list).
house (thanks,. Laurie) Meanwhile, the spirit of explorationAeaksome help from the summer in
Predictably, the trips included ahaigdtaféhsfkids. Some of them (Jaghepimainie, Ariel, Mary, and Christina.
playful exuberance and bitter comppairiingléy seemed drawn like a magneRsitiiing on these trips | think of h
too hot,” “Why do we have to walk scefaretige of every cliff; all the kids gloseditsty undervalues leisure, about |
the exuberance mostly from the kiddianinge@ very steep, rocky hill, unjoyestiniiybing rocks, riding a carouse
complaining mostly from me. One sthdinguets of mini-avalanches; theyrapameglieca pool, and about Grandma’s
complained was Grandma Pipkin. @@magrsuch wildlife as we could firghgmosilyo draw the strength she need
raises six grandchildren under whadadidy®aglegs spiders); raced dowika. hititonot a kid anymore, but I'm hop
charitably called difficult circumstariogsstigaie a pond (more like a big paddipgrhidy heart to the wonders of cr
invited some of her grandchildren terhikeg.ine rocks; and just enjoyed efhelncathése, I'll be climbing Talcott M
Talcott Mountain to the Heublein Toa@paviyeA great day. Lest | dwellitomynZeis. Hope to see you theére. Pec
she asked about coming along | blanched,

forest trees and when we walk barg{gaiaiaaled by beauty.
AngeL cont. the tender ground our feet are washed pi 8% Animsa we are reminded tt

laden grass. surest way to renew the face of the ear
know tlEgperience is not mine alone. . y : .
P _Sometimes when | hear our campegigh the easy smile of a child immer

Summer camp at Ahimsa is a m%@eﬁln before the
. . y emerge from theaWyh9§r of nature and embraced by a |
experience for the kids, counselors;ghg ﬁ&%@i‘ne their playful melody QHFHHQJHRy.

When we sit around the campfire Wg seeRIg{Rins and | listen carefully fasese help us gather that communi
that back home are dimmed to InVIgBi\bRY when the choir of angels | SKISIRVE financial support. Please h
the city lights. No longer deafened i fiGoins in. The eloquent echo Ogﬁh’&iﬁﬁ@‘ﬂﬁﬁk community with your gifts o

screech of tires and the wail of siregS WeALe: in the forest will be heaﬁ?@éﬂ"@ﬁé
'¥ease help us be that commur
serenaded by the whoosh of breezg; U g, their children laugh and RV F youself.
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Choosing Our Narrative: Christian America
and the Kingdom of God

Richard C. Goode Ph.D. or retribution—even wars of preempiigninform the way we read all of scri
Messiah College historian, Richg@dnst their enemies.” By contrast|éédy this is what the early church did
Hughes, has done it again. In 2068)gflem of God rejects self-intereshdtegeisof trying somehow to synthesiz
Myths America LiegpdBrd how, fanercy instead of violence, promotésopeagenize all of scripture’s competing
centuries, the U.S. has fabricatednéifg instead of war, counsels lowarfieitivegshe early church read all of s
righteous stories to justify its viol@meames, and exalts the poor, the dispogting to the narrative of the nonvio
acquisitive behaviors. His latest $&ssed, and the powerless” (p. 91)Kingdom.
Christian America and the KingdomAdffigd#lush our choice seems clegusnas scripture contains competing
(Univ. of lllinois Press, 2009), is |egsyalut as Richard illustrates ounsetatities requiring a choice, the canor
historical exposé and more a workogfplicated by the fact that both sgiptriesankistory also contain contrastil
Christian apologetics. Typically \K)tﬁt@iﬁﬁmsem competing narrativesriggom@ne is the “Christian America”
“defend the faith” pit believers_a narrative, with a plotline that includes:
unbelieverShristian America aji , Political leaders—froftidatbel 7
Kingdom of,Godvever, fits thab & = 2F'centuries—who lead the nation as i
growing category of apologetf: '* sty M7 4 were God’s chosen, innocent, millenni
that defend Christianity from e : ' instrument in history;
die-hard and devout believer A messianic nationalism that “justifi

otherwise, in this book Richa and genocide;”

responding to a Richard Dawki A Gospel of Wealth that sanctifies
Christopher Hitchens (i.e., todg capitalism; and

public atheists and vigorous crig: A fundamentalism exhibiting a “susy
Christianity). Rather he is defes WO I3 _ & of diversity, [an] aversion to nuance, an
Christianity from the Religious & Fana o =% . | instinctive way of dividing the people o
which means this book nicely it SRR, {5 ». { world into good and evil” (p. 144).
volumes like the 2006 Progresjis By contrast, the Kingdom narrative t
Christians Uniting anthology effitiea, . nothing to do with national constitution

Getting on Message: Challenging biblicalRassAges, for example, degigp@asions of economies and geograpl
Right from the Heart of tHeaBdsfie/ €ndorsing—even demanding—letkaldaresdiatological expectations. “Inst
Balmer’s 200y Kingdom Come: Hofkfpeort and advance the agenda ofieigipéeexplains, “the biblical vision of
Religious Right Distorts the Faith anghehkhlical texts establish the nkimgdmntof God has everything to do w
ens Ameraral Robert Jewett's 20049€nius of the Kingdom. When it caeefolibwers of Jesus should treat thei
Captain America and the Crusade Agf#pidigherefore, “Christians mustdbestber’ [of this world] in this world” (;
The Dilemma of Zealous Nationalisgichard counsels. “Those Christians Byhtheeandd of the book the reader ca
name merely three. the Bible in a flat, uncritical fashiordlisiopldeingRichard—in Joshua-like fas
At the heart of Richard’s investig@daiide above the biblical vision gidlaeling with his fellow believers, “Chc
the central question, “Which narrati8gfPybef God, above the teachinpisaddgsus narrative you will follow, wt
serve?” and throughout the book héifkgsssalgove God. In this way,"tRécharthtive of the radical Kingdom of (
the narratives of the empires againg@fgues, “the Bible becomes thetitwhhaktive of the Americans in whose
narrative of the Kingdom. “EmpireSUfil@iigénjustice, violence, and wgousineg liviag.”
U.S., Richard explains, “seek great&Paigway, the Bible becomes the texpte ganchoice matter? A few wee
greater power over others and mor@§AdHRspdn the traditional vision [rastatiesit@tme by the office, challengir
wealth for the elites.” These empir€disigarymerica” (p. 83). Acknovdssigyndhad written on Christian anarch
on the backs of the poor and the didp<¥tigyRichard advocates that the
and “embrace violence and wars of WAsi@yeaifatve of God’s nonviolent Kisdgek see: Kingdom pé)
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Kingdom cont. narrative throughout scripture, shodsd)elambyder how comfortable Richar
' become alarmed once a nation-stateeattanbstituting the more encompass

. : erpower status? Might the Kingdation-state” for the word “empire” thro
graduatfa OT a Christian h'.gh SChQOﬁE%é??\ngrgmpt disciples to resistaitithe book.
college junior and a promising Hist Yern

: . . mentsheferghose nation-stateg’he second responsibility centers or
Educatlon_major here ‘."lt L'pSCOTb 'b!&BHﬁe olonial conquerors? Toweadita\erchtion. Richard notes how tog
conve"rsatl_on he explamed_how eXSFfﬁtéofﬁ?fa’ chapter, for example, RitteaMkdvaestament authors and the ea
prciud heiis to be an Amerlcan. .._beneficially from William Stringfellastaurch created a “long tradition of treas

The fourth of July is my favorite BWeram Ethic for Christians anagaimst Rome.” No small indictment he

he explained. Aliens in a Strang8ttiagéellow illus-Governments typically make treason a
~ "How about Pentecost?” | trated that the radical Christian meeffegsamMascause they are eager to erac
inquired. "What does that day meagy, atackatforincipalities and powersomysting allegiances. If treason is at
to you?” as the ancient Roman Empire was Bzdoyloigtin&ingdom narrative, therefor

“Pentecost? What's that?” he  ypjted States is “a demonic principaiityotr sedition look like? We know it
asked. Moreover, “the same basic theologlmaliolent revolution, but are we simply

Even though it might seem like &tatement, by virtue of the bitdical worhdure as the empire’s loyal dissent

trivial and symbolic matter, when the, 1 must be made about & nati .
Empire’s battles set our calendar and ry APlease see: Kingdom, p8)

its dynasties define our pride/are we N\
not announcing the narrative|we pgyg_\nna pettway Life through my eyes
chosen? Can we serve two narr e through my eyes Is when | think: did my mom make a mis
tives? In this book, Richard s askin Did she not want me as a daughter?
. en | got an A on ma test?
us to consider whether we can . : | always wonder to myself why she had r
: It took me awhile to find ma talent :
celebrate both the narrative . ) St&%o ly fights and fuss never helps me
) . | warked day and night to get it down
baptizes the business and b S lion teaching his cubs 1o stalk ﬂ%iﬁemks the Green House can|do all tf
empireanndhe one that “exalts the ell uthought wrong they can't ajways
out so step in and help me now
Every time I'm around my mom ||can't h
c’,wonder why
t Did she just have me to just fightf3
tried to kick me out three times

Q
=

poor, comforts those who mg
the dispossessed, ministers
suffering, feeds the hungry,
those in prison,” and otherw
privileges the disinherited?
The choice not only matte
would like to push Richard o
attendant responsibilities of
decision. First, the book is 0
clear in its denunciation of e
self-centered powers, built g
violence. | wonder, however
whether such self-serving v
exploitative policies are limi

Cause

Life through my eyes

ite People from ma program help Is full of memories of dark times

_ : il éa}s til ma time dies
pird188 | realized ma program wa§3 p'%\%g erﬁpl%w it will be in the next century

Life through my eyes Will it be good or bad we don't know but

. find out soon
lueslaaddark place like hell? -
d taVly mom is a drug addict and she driph%hﬁg%;r?,tlz\éi;ﬂ{neone that doesn't car
empires. Might those ethicsandHaving to live with this for years now So | wonder should 1 be loving of Iflled wi
practices be endalfimatimin- It wasn't always like this though 9
states, of whatever size or mightWe used to be cool like friends not ju%ﬁtsjgs

wants u to
] think t self: are u just living off of my
|ew§§r? tr?eyfun but life hurts most|of the

Becauskhation-states are Babyloghe made a mistake to have me anc}'Ww she

graphic by MaMaji/a
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Perceptions from a Six-Year Iraqi Refugee

Farah Abrahim Moshen

harshness and dreamlike calm, haishcor@dia catchphrases “democracy
As an lIraqgi refugee displaced fordsior six years. Various methoéisallytberoe” and “freedom for everyor

years in a row, the vision of Iraq had fear have been used, such dsatar, we heard babbling about how
become more distant every year bbutlimgs, kidnappings and rapifgufewsorking”. Most frustrating is the
desire to go back grows strongerwayeiterhis latter practice endspatposaldaliat Joe Biden came with whe
day. On a cold Damascus wmterthaételme by killing the women andi#itiagimngq earlier this month. Biden’s
noon, over a hot cup of Shai Khe~~-- proposal offers equal rights for the thre

i

shared with a friend my dream| tc
home. “If you miss home so muc
asked, “why don’t you go back?”
was as easy as it sounds,” | saic
and my eyes filled with tears. He
what | meant and why a girl li

has nothing to do with any confflic

sects of Iraq Shia, Sunni and Kurds as*
sharing” or what is called “Muhasasa” i
Arabic.

But what about the Christians and o
minorities in Irag? Where is their share
guota? And how could this possibly be
presented as an equal division and fair

of rights and resources in the new dem
Irag? All | can see from this proposal is

not affiliated with any group, milit 2
party, could not simply go back |

that is where the problem lies.|TI = — will broaden the divisions between all
not have any of these affiliations, . H the Iragi society, when what truly need
target because | am an educates it Wl happen is to bridge what separates Ira
woman. Iraqi artist Maki Omran’ﬂ;l‘/ \ As an Iraqi refugee who lived in thre

The American led invasion yin| TR “‘- different continents for the past six yea
many hungry monsters that were b2 v, _'i—}:,’;h Iraq from a different perspective. | see

for the biggest share of Irag. The ... wounds, | feel its pain, | hear its screan
that most of them carried towardthéme in the streets like garbage. kD@Mgadat is happening today and | ha
former regime worsened our situatiolil frequently be seen in the stfygesayers and my voice to tell the stor
Since the first day of the invasiorBéhgheduistheir faces mutilated begimidy that is my home.

been bloodshed; lists of most warthnition, thus depriving their lovétasabés from a middle-class Baghd:
people and death threats have spfemdecent funeral. faimly. After the American invasion of Ir
everywhere. All were seeking vengeAlteeugh my family and | left IFagu@¢bto Syria and lived there for five
from all, and the doors were widenop#rs after the war started, we \4here she studied at Damascus Unive
thanks to the American forces. Thersistastly updated about the haPpénfiteently living in northern Califa
no authoritarian censorship as inipreaepus lot of what is being rep8fédsiatudying at Dominican University
years, but complete “democracythdimerican news only shows ttfea[i@siideShe can be reached at
chaos, interspersed with periods siflexifemtiat is happening in Iragfatebptalim@yahd¥.com

Kingdom’ cont. sive public policies or personal dis@plegsuch an empire, what then mus
Biblically and historically, the Kingdd# i€ our histories preparing disciple
more books and blogs against the pawersrtieaempineartyadomhrough own the Kingdom narrative, take up the
may-be? Richard is quite clear thahiareheiese the mothers and fatherdratlitiereafiifeason against the empires
the Kingdom narrative means we vgiiestadidhfonted imperial Rome, an@rtyeed?
poor, comfort those who mourn, liftArabaptists challenged Europe’s earlpimypel@id ago Richard exposed the s
dispossessed, minister to the suffesin@ikesdBy martyrdom Franz Jageghterisamyths of U.S. history, and enc
the hungry, care for those in prison(®gogk Romero defied empires of rex@ef gadgys to resist their powers. N
generally embrace the marginalized(p.KipgHom story celebrates the Ifidde @fiperous option for the poor and
However, the long tradition of defianeg@eiasthe seed of the church, smvigaized as integral to the Kingdon

empires has been more than a set peggegresinding oimsethes narrativearrativi.
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The Fightin’ Insh  Come to the Green House

Mary McKenna and Stephanie Ho@$gone was running around, comipigeeyvho uses a wheelchair) to sitin s

Thank You, Hartford Catholic WdtRENatlgd at the task at hand. The v@veettoitd wash over her. We made
summer the Hartford Catholic Workéggpergly and tireless. After two heams andiuip sandcastles only to have:

its doors to us and welcomed us infeaitlefield we called it quits. This wafresbimg wave completely overwhelm
lives. As sophomores at Notre Da¥@N#@riifine because for those thio hoattevehere you come from you ca

assigned to work at the Catholic Watkirggtzhput whatever stresses wedraahittee that you'll have the same re

of a summer service-learning course. In June, to aicy ocean wave, a squeal of delight!
we moved in not knowing what to This summer taught us the impact
hoping for an experience to remem one house can have. If everyone cared

The most meaningful experience Workers do, the world would be a much

time in Hartford involved getting to different place. It's a testament to the

community surrounding the house ; community how the neighborhood kids «
spending time with the kids at the ¢ themselves around the house. It's not j
camp. Never before had we been { [ ity the house offers fun activities; the peop
close-knit community where people AN the house are committed to building rel:
said hello as you walked down the Streen i ships with the kids. Seeing the impact
Within the first week we had begurPid iMeseor differences we had amoglgteatdhips can have was a wonderful
meaningful friendships. It really hefiearanféwe just had fun. There aveitfie®ss this summer. For ourselves, it

at home when the kids would accor{a@§ @g bperating as that. lot to us just to make connections with t

Our favorite memories took plac&bg@danpicat and to the lake. It wasignged tonger; it was very hard to say g«
Ahimsa. On the week that we tookWigéch the kids attack the water so feaillesslyf us realized the impact 8 wee
younger boys up to camp, we playe?V&R ihgisthey didn't know how totswien! Wihen we came to Hartford we w
two-hour game of capture the flag. Ki@\ayld also watch out for their fseadgeviiovhen we left, we were family
may not seem memorable, but any&igh have been as comfortable yothélamferd Catholic Worker for giving
witnessed it can attest to its greatreséhey were. One of the best timesuasntiee vacations suchimeaning!

beach was when we all tried to build a pool for

New Home

Christina White decision as to what my next step si¢omet@et support system for each other
This past October | accompanieghdgad aMsimost two years workingentire summer and | only hope that

Ammon for a ten day service trip to &g aide Workshops, now CW Riseur&ryday lives.

During the trip | was able to get to KpQWSIAFKIR moments of reflecting onlthayenalso created relationships witt

inaway | never really had. Growing (g fi¥édfthe Catholic Worker also KBsrddghi®y they give me is unexplain:

blessed to be raised in a family thasgreNgtial% which coincidentally at@lgsgp every morning smiling from fee

eyes to important aspects of life in¢hiHiNg faided to take that as a sigiebRags aEMunity, and seeing the kic
Hartford Catholic Worker. As a kid laiw@)to the community. day in and day out, filled with happines:s

enjoyed visiting, but it was not until thetfgen here three months now BaiY @& to be around us, and for the
with Jackie that | really put togethes 48 have made the right decisionCssiFighities they are given through th
meaning of their work. Upon returniagaihiships that have been creatdepdi@iahéorker. Although days can be fr
immediately proposed the idea thahbBGHBHIR is the beginning of an@etiessikl and the kids may test your r
the house come summer. In my heg{h KN&WII worth it. My community $hisyirghem at times, when you get yo
that it was something | wanted to do pHtHRRY itmoved in at a time whéivehagg you realize your finally being trus
would require me to make serious chaR@esnterns were also moving in, A@RfIERIggjts an amazing feeling.

In May the semester as well as glyd&gphanie. The relationship that the/tblelefclose my memory of gettin

were ending and | was forced to makeReated will last a lifetime. We serve$88a New Home, p8)
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Notes. cont.

have missed our House mass and Haebawve lost support because we have
rist, and how Steve D., Edna, Marypeen careful enough to show gratitude

Pete pulls up in his old Volvo and sefigplanie, and Ariel have been likhose who support our work? | can alw
shop. He spends 5 hours repairing daelaaesigt to the kids while we werdhank of people we owe thanks to and
bikes, fixing ones the kids drag in,camp. And yes, even though somefongot to thank. Is the economy so bad-
teaching them how to fix brakes, papited a gallon of milk in the fridgevleatvill have to close the house? We
tubes, etc. There is always a line ofga&eglinto the motor and smelled liketaidghedalong in our ministry. We are

wanting bikes. Some are folks in

need; others are users looking for
bike to sell. We struggle with the il
list. Some of our own kids can
through 4 or 5 bikes a year bef
they get stolen so often. We ke
trying to find a process that is
just and preserving of everyong

tired, broke and burned out. | think ofte
of my Mom’s favorite prayer. Thomas
Merton wrote it. She had it taped to the
headboard of her bed. It is now taped tc
mine. It goes like this....
My Lord God,

| have no idea where | am going

| do not see the road ahead of me.

dignity. On one recent boiling | | cannot know for certain where it will enc

summer day a woman drove by'On Nor do | really know myself,

bile on her way home from work. Shgogistled the hottest day of summer chedahe fact that | think | am following

out to Chrighs bike saved myTifet’ Chris’s students, Katherine, came byaair will does not mean that | am

woman made up for the 20 people wigduotger and has been AWESOME8Etdatly doing so.

or stole a bike and even came to figrgisteraless and the South Windsor Jaydeesl didlieve that the desire to please

bike in a drunken stupor. | make thab&ahderfuhdraiser that helped us ymkdoes in fact please you.

thing that sticks in my head. it through the summer. Sure, we areAndrikyope that | have that desire in all
Instead of thinking of the kids whBod sick and tired as all get out, but fhayd am doing.

broke in and robbed us...| have to @ik&@Baby and even little Jose spertrttld know that if | do this, you

the 7 counselors who spent Saturdiagt day at camp making sure we cowuld fieéshme by the right road

sorting school supplies for the othehgignsiral in time for the Voluntown Bre@agh | may know nothing about it.

backpacks. Instead of lamenting Sdraist Garden gala fundraiser! Therefore will | trust you always

being gone, | need to give thanks that\®sd of the time lately | wonder thioagh | may seem to be lost

brought us Justin and Christina. In§teddhas in mind for us. Are we sugasiecthe shadow of death, | will

dreading that Monday is food cooptarfee doing something different withabdear, for you are ever with me

Tuesday means mass and cookindif#gs25Why does everything seem smtgual will never heave

guests...I need to remember how niiey? Are we doing something wrtmfgte my perils #one.

Right now | feel | just owe many dhafks that was crucial to my transitior
Home, cont. the people who have been i”V0|_Ve‘315I)Ways cherish getting to know the thre
know Angel. After a week of living W&ROA¥QENe into the community gRg #hafif¥mories we made.

Angel confronted me: “I don't like y&S experience with me. Thank you JRgi®, owe thanks to all the kids that |
Christina, your no fun, Sarah was waly'lseiag Brian for staying on my bglitkidne in and now trust me to be a
convinced him to give me a chanceBR¥AdLARd then graciously acceptigliiBii someone they can rely on.
behold, about a month later, he findfl¢ cOmMmunity you have created. Thgniigg&étthanks goes to my parents \
expressed his feelings again and a§8l8gif¥dalking me through my degigiRiomy every decision and have alv
giving me the biggest squeeze of dARYEAAdPEINg My friend, and still bghMY¥eAhe helping hand or wise advi
told me how much he had missed @Ry 9irl when I need some a Fedded to make it to the next stey
was away at camp for a week. By tS4RRgThy/ hanks Micah and Ammonryighdgififem | may have never found r
patience and my loyalty, the kids h&@ fdliiilag desire I have always haghfr & 8ommunity. | am looking forw
me to gain a deeper patience withi§ RIS letting me pretend | hay:pirylélRryone updated on this new
also understand the effort that nee@SABBESAlAW- Thanks to Ariel, MaryaRg jife, thank you to all who have wel
forth to gain respect in their lives, Stephanie for the friendship and supROto the comritnity.
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18 Clark St.
Hartford, CT 06120
(860) 724-7066

Notes From De Porres Ho

Jacqueline Allen-Docuot August. On Sunday he was hopingatidl not be happening, and my teenage

As usual | am all that stands betsysenl a few relaxing hours before gf@rigrtous.
the newsletter being in the mail anddiimi®wn for a monthly meeting of thidere is something that makes you
losing another publishing date to Seo#irdfof directors of the non-profit seeviolated when you are robbed by
the Worcester CW. For me....theressarted there 6 years ago. When | egkegone who knows you. In May Mica
always a good excuse; there is alsbiaiwelyat had happened, he shockiehineeibguest PJ his bike to get to work
any number of odd jobs languishingling me that the engine had literdllye bike was not locked up and got sto
every nook and cranny of each holsewAnyp on him. It was a miracle ingduine Ammon lent his bike to a neigF
one of them becomes more important than borhood kid that goes to his school; we
the house article in my state of perpetual have not seen the bike or kid since. A
procrastination. week later, someone hopped the fence

Friday we got up at the crack of cemua— stole Chris’ bike too.
in Voluntown and began the 10 hour - = When things weren’t disappearing tr
cleaning and packing that signals the e were breaking. During the course of the
of Camp Ahimsa. Always a daunting summer our 5 year old van died and th
chore it was made more painful this washer and dryer bit the dust. | am pray
by the absence of Sarah Karas ener, to let go of all of this stuff. Maybe God i
the fact that 5 of us were laid low b Her infinite wisdom is trying to push us
virus dropped off at the Allen family . along on the path of detachment. Mayhb
reunion/VPT fundraiser the weekend " all these little things going wrong is sor
before. Last night, after a full Saturday on kind of karmic balance that enabled us
the house and packing and distributing 30 make it through another year of camp
backpacks | found myself picking thruthe without any injuries. Maybe that is why
duffel bags that | had lived out of allvas not burned! The top part of theCirigiwas not burned when the motor blew
summer putting away this and thatvas blown so far away he couldn’tHialg §pirit is saving it for the big stuff.
When it hit time for the Red Sox gaméden starting to feel like that engineAigriend of ours was joking about the
start, | said to Chris “I am so beat...anmagtagphor for our life here at the @atnola for a standard Catholic Worker
| will write it as soon as | wake up lic Worker. When | got Micah to helpptinke. Lots of sad stories, gloom and
tomorrow.” With that Ammon and @ketisis dad he informed me that soeeomepathos and personal suffering....
exchanged grins and an | told you stathiskoken into the house while wéhstepin the heartbreaking tidbits of
Am | that predictable??? Apparently e are guessing the thief was onesluhthg examples that make the sufferi

On Sunday morning | had just stddeavho we work with because Rilggrthwhile and redeem the bad parts. |
writing when Chris called to ask medeer barked, and they took only theugbed at the time, but in reality that is
pick him up at the boat launch in and guitar hero guitars. Now | hatettreediscipline of being a Catholic Work:
Wethersfield Cove. The small 25 ygbog|dut my previous position was-alvweegnple, our bike repair shop can
boat we use to take kids fishing at tareplace anything of my kids thatgxtremely frustrating. Every Saturday

had been in the shop most of July staden. Right now we are so broke that it
10 (Please see: Notes, p9)




A Letter From Palestine: Life & Passing In
The Progressive Nonviolent Resistance

demonstrations if one day | did not go, he ‘ . .
will get mad at me, he always toldfThé}g,pne of my cousins read it ir

should be their with your comrad%'%uéﬂhrhguring the funeral, ?t was rea
time, never miss any event. moving for all the toyvn seeing an hor

My father was active in the voﬂﬂlﬁ\f?d man departing. Thousands
working committees, always parttGgRimgame to the wake after the fu

helping farmers and people in olfteE8t g_to the Palestinian tradition:
n our town came and gave |t

Greetings and
Salaam from Pal

| hope that thisig
message finds yo

As some of yo
have heard that
father (Saliba Rise3 nity by volunteering his time and BBYISRY
Abu George) have them. condolences and all of the people wt
passed away at sixty six years old Wﬁrds can not help me descrilﬂﬁﬁchgw’ came also.
Tuesday August 18th at 15:40 PWeV\’/MViI some of you reading this message ,
sleeping in his house in Beit Sahﬁal\ye éqrhim in person and have s%fna you has written to me and n

was the biggest shock for my enﬁ‘fﬁé%ﬁ'll}'him he meant the life fg:} , one behalf of my family, we a
My Father Saliba, was my besrtamﬁ’)?%md | I’—Ie was the compas%r% me_or all of them we are gratefu

my teacher and inspiration, bec Usen8l he was the captain of odp% ofhgou who came to Beit Saho
him, |1 do what | do now. He hasm em@ader he was he was. SPen ‘time with my family and got to

how to live with honor and dignity, I}pyg %ry hard for me to write tmgn we are grateful for all of you whi

seek justice and freedom, how V\{W&g\ﬂﬁ‘b about loosing him ver)PF@fﬁdt or him while he was sick, we

the community. . 0 home and not seeing him, Ve@fﬂtﬁf(&l%or you of thought apoqt him
He used to host elections ca QHJPHe is dead now, | wish he jglﬁpae help us continue his journe

his political party in our house, SEEet WASe now watching over [pgndg\g stice and Peace for this p;
a little child, campaigning for howam%iﬁ{g 9 the WO%E&ISaIaam and Peace for all

Palestine a better place to live, so tfﬂ@ only thing we could do is to George Rishmawi and family

early age, | used to see people Gy, &his journey for Justice and
our house, organizing fqr demonﬁtégagr;ﬁ for Palestine. One of my friends
around the area, preparing for stikes, ithe that my father is lucky and

working hard solving people's pr mﬁma d that he was
My father was an active volunl%g\yé'p é?\%fugee

workers trade unions, helping to ﬁ’ggﬁc’a &haG'd and
struggling people have a better WorkiNgi, palesti .
hours and wages. Hard to remerper,/ true, hellig
number of cases he solves in COBH\%@E; B that he
with his friends and comrades. | ried in his hork
My father was conflict resoluti(l)&/\m’an1 Beit Saf =%
he used to solve problems for many BeOPIE, |oveclint
in the town and for people from my'lf'ﬂg‘wneral " -
until the last day of his life, he W‘%&t@ﬁ&éﬂgoy hun

people solving their problems, hajgLiR he people

believe. _ local poet from (RS
My father was very active in tqgﬁﬁ‘ﬁ'ﬁarwritten A e

committees during the first Intifa ‘?:)oem . e TR

used to urge me to participate in th
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Summer Photos From The
Hartford Catholic Worker
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